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IOEL 2, 12, 13; 14- 

Therefore alſo now ſaith the Lord, Twrne yee even to me with all your h 
and with faſting , and with weeping ; and with mourning : And rent © 
heart , and not your garments , and turne nnto the Lord your. God: for he 7 

aclous and mercifull, flow to anger, and of great kindneſſe , aud rg 
'm of the evill : Who knoweth if hee will returne and repent , and"trave 4 
bleſſmg behind him , even a meate-offering , and a drink-offering unto 


_ the =, your God : J 
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"" To THE 
HONORABLE HOV SE 
OF COMMONS 
Aflembled in Parliament. 


Mong. all the mercres,which God 
hath vouchſafed to befarruph this 
- Kingdome by your help , the pro- - 
; X _ oa we oe 7 from Ms 
£VMRY 2oyall Majefty (during the warres of 
PUNS Ircland, andthe unſerled condition 
Ne WI of England) is not the {ea#. For by 
this meanes 'the Churches of England are ſer in a 
poiture of warre 10 fight with pragers and teares 


(whichare the-Churches weapons) againſt all the ene- 
mies of our peaceand proſperity ; And mey very faly. 


reſemblethe Tree of life; mentioned Revel. 22. 2: which 

wg Ay every Moneth , and the leaves of the tree 
wore for. the healing; of the Natiaps. 1 doubt not bur 
chrough-Godsblethng ,rhis Moxerbly Faft will prove 
an Englandand-Ireland-healing Fat, if it bee celebra- 
red as ir-ought to bee, with weeping, mourning, and Yizcit in- 
brokenneſſe oHhearr'for fim/actitoes fin. Great.is the 2%» 


ligat omnt= 


effic acie,aud omnipotency of pager and'faſting » SO great, porentem. 
2 | 


as 


©... To the Fmorable Houſe of Commons... 


2Kings 4 


23. 


Amos 8. 


a$rhatir. would require rather a large volume then a 
ſhort Epiſtle, r0expreſſe it. And therefore I purpoſely 
wave it.,aS a theame in whicha child cannor want elo- 
quence,& in which I ſhould ſooner know where to be- 
ginzthen where to make anend. As the Iewes had their 
Monethly Feaſts, which they-called their New Moozes., in 
whichthe Word was preached,their ſhops ſhut up,&+ ſpeciall 


ſacrifices offered up to God + Andas they had their Feaſt of 


Trumpets, in-which they blowed their trumpets all day 


"Numb: :g. long (eſpecially in their firſt New Moone) fronr Sun- 
Godwins riſing ,till night : So, Bleſſed bee God, wenow enjo 


. An- 


Liquity, 


our Chriſtian New Moones,and E uangelicall Feaſt of Trum- 


pets. Wee have not onely our Monethly Sacrament 
Feaſt to refreſh our ſoules withall inmoſt of our con- 
gregations, (which'would bee as the hidden Manna, Re- 


vel. 2.17. anunſ ——_ conſolationtothe Religious 
party, if you wou! | 

ro appoint by your authority [ome ſpirituall railes (as 
you have taken away other t:nd xhew:4 of keepe away 
all'dogs and ſwine from polliting'thathi lyOrdidance) 
bur wee -have alſo our New Moone F affs,yrrwhich the 
Word is preached , trading ceaſerh , and Sacrifices of pray- 
er, praiſe ; and almes, are tendred upto God in the name 
of'Teſus Chrift.Wee have onr Fea 


d bee pleaſed (moſt noble Senators) 


iſtof Trumpetszn which 


our Godly Miniſters throughout the whole-Kingdome 


Eſa 58.1, lift up their voices as a Trumpet, andall the whole day, 


are eitherthe mouth of the people to God, or Gods month to 
the people , ſhewing- unto-England, their finnes ,and ro 
the people of this 
themro hunfiliation, and reformation.” From hence 
ir comes to' paſſe, 'Thar( if Exglands juſt feares., and 
Irelands miſtries ſnouldiſo-long continue by reafon of 
ourfins) we are likely ro be blefed by the providence of 


ndrfſcirtranſgrefſions ;andcalling 


God, 


To the Honorable Houſe of Commons. 

God, bringing good our of evill, with twelve Nationall, 
ſolemne, publike Faſts every yeare , which ( if rightly kept) 
/ will bee as the twelve Gates of the New Teruſalem [po- 
kenof, Revel. 21. Every faſt will bee as a Gateto let 
us in, into a part of the New Iernſalem of mercy, and hap 
pineſſe promiſed to the people of God, here upon earth. 
And there is one thing more, which addes much to this 
new Monthly mercy , andthat is, That notwithſtand- 
ing your molt weighty and important affaires , you are 
leaſed to keepe this Faſt , your ſelves in your owne 
erſons , after a moſt ſolemne and religious manner 
every Month. Which pious example no doubt will be 
a notable incouragement toall the Kingdome to follow 
ſo good aPrelident , and a mighty provocation to the 
religious and ſolemne obſervance of it. Irt is faid ex- 
prefſely of the King of Niniveh (though a Heathen) 
that he came from his throne , laid his robes from him , and 


that his Nobles and people from the greateſt of thems to 
the leaſt put on ſackcloth. And, as Chryſoſtome well obſer- 
veth , Their ſackcloth prevailed more with God, then 
all their purple robes : Quod non poterat Diadema, id ſaccus 
obtinsit. Such a famous example doe you hold forth 
who are the chiefeſt of our Tribes ; to which I doubr 
not but the loweſt of our people ( unleſſe they will bee 
worſe then Heathens) will cheerfully conforme. 

"This inſuing Sermon was preachedat your laſt Month- 
ly Faff, and it 1s now by your command expoſed to pub- 
like view. Thereis nothing in ir, that makes it worthy 
the printing , but onely your kind acceptance of it; 
which is as a Royall tampe upon ſome inferiour mettall 
to make it currazt. . It is the property as of God in 
heaven, (0 alſo of all earthly gods who are truly no- 


ble, not only to give great gifts worthy of the = , 
ur 


To'the Fomnorable Houſe of Commons, 

but alſg toaccepr'of poote and ſmall gifts , though un- 
* So 47- worthy to be given, when given with a thankfull hearr, 
exe as ofa * handfull of water , a cup of cold water , a poore wi- 

dowes mite , 4 little goates hajre., and ſemblably of this 

following aiſconrſe , which tow becomes publike under 

your Patronage. The Lord _ it may accompliſh 

that for which ir was preached ! That Englands mercies 
may bee a Motive, and a meanes of Englands humiliati- 
. on and refermation. And that by confeſſing our finnes 
with a happy confafion of face (as the Text requires) wee 
may prevent that unhappy confuſion which is orherwiſe 
likely to come upon us. The fame Almighty God multi- 
ply all his gifts and graces upon you, bee a Swnne and a 
ſhield uxito you Appearing alwaies in the Moan of traits, 
E cauling all Movntaines tobecome a Plaine «4 Jou,and in- 
2 — abling youroconfummareall choſe pood things which 
, you have begun to doe forthis Church and State. | 


So prayeth your much ob- 
z ged feel ſervant 


EpmynD Carany; 


” k , 


A 


Die Veneris 2.5. Feby, 164. 


, LT is tbit dy ordired on Heel of Commer, Tenge man ſhall 
SB che Sermooneyreaoted.r the lat £uft gg before the Hewſe of 
LO RE 1 a by M. CALAMY and M. MARSHALL » befider them- 
4 = Feives, for the TÞace of theſe two monerhs, without the particular licence 
Fd probation of the ſaid Houſe of (ommans, 5. 

OT -.. —© JH, ELsyixec Ckr. Parl, D. Com. 
REEL 7 hiſe are to give notice , that 1 appoint C, Meredith t6 print my 
Bo. - Soon. EDwW, CALAMY. 
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PREACHED 
ATAFAST 
Before the Honorable Houſe 


of COMMONS. 


EzEK1EL, 36.32. 


by rhe crie of our prayers and teares , to 
} wraftle wich God, with our hearts .and © 
with the Devill: With God for a bleſ.. 
y fiog upon England and Ireland ; with 
our hearrs to-ger & keepthem ina frame 
| / furable roche worke3 wichthe Devill, . = 
e away the benefit of this. day. Now asthe Wiſeman p,,,,,,_ > 
__ ——— — knowes what 1. - Wh 
a mercy ſuch aday as this may bring terth 2 Who knowes what + -* 
a rare ſacceſſethis day may haverhronghonrall England >The :.- # 
Lord give a bleſſing unto ic. IF $54\. ol 
To help you in the worke of this day-Þ have choſewthis Tex; 
It 1s the $kill of a workman not only tomake good worke, bye 
ft wore. A garment is not well madethoughnever” ſo go 
if noc fir made : This hathvbeen my care to chooſe'a fires: 
"8 


left he ttea 
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2 A Sermon preached at 4 late Faft 


cannot be denied but that God hath done much for England , 
and that England hath done much againſt God. Now my pur- 
poſe isto lay the finnes of England againſt God in one ſcale, and 
the mercies of God to England in the other ſcale, and to call 
upon you thisday to be humbled , and athamed, and broken in 
heart before the Lord , thar ever you ſhould (inne againſt ſuch a 
God. There are but two wayes to break a ſtony heart : Asthere 
aretwo wayestocure a (tone inthe bladder : either by cutting 
out the ſtone , or by diſſolving it with ſoft medicines; So there 
are but two wayes to cure a [tony hearc : either by the heart- 
cutting threatnings of the Law , or by the heart-melting mer- 
cies of the Goſpell; I have thts day cholen rhe later way. I will 
not catry-you upto Aemunt Eball , or Monunt Smai : But to the 
Mount of Bleſſings, And I ſhall labour by the hearc-diffolving 
mercies of the Goſpel to breake your ſtony hearts : It is he du- 
ry of a Miſter to follow God in his providence. When God 
{ends judgments upon a Nation then mult we preach judgments 
to that Nation, But whey he ſends mercies,then multi we preach 
mercy:Now God hath bronght England into the ſehoole of mer- 
cy , and hath placed it in the higheſt forme , and hath made ic 
Captaine of the ichoole. And it is my duty toteach you what 
leflons you are co learne in this ſ{choole. This text. holds forth 
one leflon which is the proper leflon forthis day, and that is, ro 
be confounded and aſhamed char ever we ſhou'd (inne againtt 
ſuch a God. I read inthe ſecond of Judges, That there came an 
eAngell of the Lord from Gilgall to the people of Tſrael in Bochin , 
and preached a Sermon of metcy, in which he commemorates, 
Firſt, Gods kindnefle in bringing them out of Xgypt , and into 
Canaan; And ſecond!y, Their mnkindnes in diſobeying of God: 
And all the people when they had heard this Sermon , /ifted up 
their voices and wept, 1n ſo much as the very place was called 
Bochins, that is Weepers, This Angell was not an eAngell properly 


ſo called, but a Minifter,as molt thinke : And therfore he is ſaid 


ro come froms Gilgall , not from heaven: The Rabbines ſay it was 
Phinehas the ſon of Eleazar : God hath fent me hither this day 
as his Angellupon the ſame Embaſſage,I am to remind@pqy of 
Gods mercies tous: And our ingratitude againſt him : © char 
it might have the ſame effe : That we may all of us lift up our 


Voices 


. ply all outward bleſſings upon them, &c. Obſerve tromhence , 


OOO eg 
. 


before the Honorable Houſe of Commns. 7 
voices and weep, and that the Church may be called a Bochims, a 
place of weepers ! 

In the words themſelves wee have foure parts , 

Firſt, A mercy ſuppoſed : In theſe words, {will doe this: which 
intimates, That God had promiſed ro doe ſomething for the 
houle of /ſrael. 

Secondly, The Author of the mercy propoſel: In theſe words, 

I will doe this, ſaith the Lord God, 

Thirdly, The falſe reaſon of this mercy depoſed,by the way of 
o* proclamation in thele words;Not for your ſakes doe [this , be it 
knowne untoyou,O houſe of Iſrael. 

Fourthly, The crue uſe of the mercy impoſed:In theſe words, 

Be aſhamed and confounded for your owne wayes O houſe of Iſrael, \ 

Firlt, The mercy ſuppoſed : / willdee thzs: If you looke backe p,,, ; 
into thechapter you ſhall find , That God promiſes many rate 
and great mercies to the houſe of //-ael, Merciesin folto, Mer- 
cies unſpeakable : God promiſes to gather them ont of all ( oun- VerC 24. 
treys: eAnd to bring them backe to their owne land; T o cleanſe them 
from Idols : eAnd from all filthines : To ſprinkle cleaxe water upon 25. 
them : To give them a new heart and a new ſpirit : And to take away 15, 
their hearts of ſtone , and to give them a heart of fleſh : Ana tamulti- _ 

That God dorh ſomerimes ſhey mercy to a Nation when it 
leaſt deſerves1r, and leaſt expects ir, 

ThiSis apparent our of the text : When Ezekiel wrote thele DoFy.r, 
words, the houſe of /ſrael was inthe houſe of bondage, Cap- 
tive in Babylon. Their condicion was ſo defperate in regard of 
their miſery, thac Ezekiel compares them to arie bones in the 
grave, Chap. 37. And God demandes of Ezekiel: ( an theſe arie Exe. 37, 
bones live ? He anſwers : O Lord God thou knoweſt : for my part I 
know not. Their eſtate was hopeleſſe, and helplefſe : Andit was as 
deſperate inregard of (infulpes,as appeares 1n the 17.18,19.20. 
verſes of this chapter : When they were in their own Land they 
were as abomimble before the Lord asthe wnclcannes of a men- , 
ftrou woman : And when hey came into Babylon, they were ſo * © 
wicked, as that the holy name of God was prophaned by:chem 
while the Babylonians ont of ſcorne & contempt aid, Theſe are the 
people ofthe Lord and are gone forth out of his land:And yer _ 

| | G 
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4 A Sermon preached at 4 late Faf 
cannot be denied but that God hath done much for England , 
and that England hath dove much againſt God, Now my pur- 
poſe isto lay the finnes of England againſt God in one ſcale, and 
the mercies of God to England in the other ſcale , and to call 
upon you thisday to be humbled , and athamed, and broken in 
heart before the Lord , thar ever you ſhould (inne againſt ſuch a 
God. There are but two wayes to break a ſtony heart : Asthere 
aretwo wayestocure a (tone inthe bladder : either by cutting 
out the ſtone , or by diſſolving it with ſoft medicines; So there 
are but two wayes to cure a [tory hearc : either by the heart- 
cutting threatnings of the Law , or by the heart-melting mer- 
cies of the Goſpell; I have this day choſen rhe later way. I will 
not catry you upto Mount Eball, or Mount Smai : But to the 
Mount of Bleſſings. And 1 ſhall labour by the heart-diffolving 
mercies of the Goſpel to breake your ſtony hearts : It is: he du- 
ry of a Miſter co follow God in his providence. When God 
{endsjudgments upon a Nation then muit we preach judgments 
to that Nation, But whey he ſends mercies,then mult we preach 
mercy:Novw God hath bronght England into the ſchoole of mer- 
cy , and hath placed it in the higheſt forme , and hath made ic 
Captaine of the {choole. And it is my duty toteach you what 
leflons you 2re to learne in this ſ{choole. This text. holds forth 
one leffon which is the proper leflon for this day, and that is, ro 
be confounded and aſhamed thar ever we ſhou'd (inne againtt 
ſuch a God. I read inthe ſecond of Judges, That there came an 
eAngell of the Lord from Gilgall to the people of Tſrael in Bochin , 
and preached a Sermon of mercy, in which he commemorates, 
Firſt, Gods kindnefle in bringing them out of Xgypt , and into 
Canaan; And ſecondly, Their unkindves in diſobeying of God: 
And all the people whenthey had heard this Sermon , /ifted up 
their voices and wept, in ſo much as the very place was called 
Bochins, that ts Weepers. This Angell was not an eAngell properly 
ſo called,but a Minifter,as molt thinke : And therfore he is ſaid 
ro come froms Gilgatl , not from heaven: The Rabbines ſay it was 
Phinehas the ſon of Eleazar : God hath ſent me hither this day 
as his Angellupon the ſame Embaſſage,I am to remind@qy of 
Gods mercies to.us: And our ingratitude againſt him : © char 
it might have the ſame effe& : That we may all of us lift up our 


voices 


= —— I — a. P__ 
Cas, 
—_ 


a, 


. ply all outward bleſſings upon them, &c. Obſerve fromhence, 
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voices and weep, and that the Church may be called a Bechins, a 
place of weepers ! 

In the words themſelves wee have foure parts , 

Firſt, A mercy ſappoſed : In theſe words, {will dave this: which 
intimarces, That God had promiſed to doe ſomething for the 
houſe of /ſrael. 

Secondly, The Author of the mercy propoſed:In theſe words, 

I will doe this, ſaith the Lord God. 

Thirdly, The falſe reaſon of this mercy depoſed,by the way of 
o* proclamation in thele words;Not for your ſakes doe [this , be it 
knowne untoyou,O houſe of Iſraed. 

Fourthly, The true uſe of the mercy impoſel:In theſe words, 

Be aſhamed and confounded for your owne wayes O houſe of Iſrael, \ 

Firlt, The mercy ſuppoſed : / will dee this; If you looke backe p,,, 
intothechapter you ſhall find , That God promiſes many rate 
and great mercies to the houſe of /ſraet, Merciesin folto, Mer- 
cies unſpeakable : God promiſes to gather them ont of all (omn- VerC. 1.4. 
treys: «And to bring them backe to their owne land; T ocleanſe then 
from Idols : eAnd from all filthines : To ſprinkle cleane water upon 25. 
them : To give them a new heart and anew ſpirit : And to takg away 16, 
their hearts of ſtone , and to give them a heart of fleſh : Ana tammlti- - 

That God dorh ſomerimes ſhew mercy to a Nation when it 
leaſt deſervesir, and leaſt expetts ir. 

ThiSis apparent our of the text: When Ezekze! wrote thele DoQr.r, 
words , the houſe of /fael was in the houſe of bondage, Cap- 
tive in Babylon. Their condition was ſo deſperate in regard of 
their miſery, that Ezekiel compares them to drie bones in the 
grave, Chap. 37. And God demandes of Ezekiel: ( an theſe arie Ee. 37, 
bones live ? He anſwers : O Lord God thou knoweſt : for my part I 
know not. Their eſtate was hopeleſſe, and helplefſe : Andit was as 
deſperate in regard of (infulpes,as appeares 1n the 17.18.19.20. 
verſes of this chapter : When they were in their own Land they 
were as abomimble before the Lord asthe wncleannes of a men- ,, _. 
ſtrous woman : And when they came into Babylon, they were fo * 
wicked, as thar the holy name of God was prophaned by:chem 
while the Babylonians ont of ſcorne & contempt aid, Theſe are the 
people ofthe Lord and are gone forth out of his land:And yer —_ 
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A' Sermon preached at a Inte Faſt | 
God doth here promiſeto performe rich and unexpe&ed mer- 
cies to ſuch an undeſerving Nation. 

My defire is that this Do&rine may be a Lookivg-glaſſ for this 
Nation in which we may behold the ſeveral miracles of mer- 
cie that God hath beſtowed upon us : A Nation not worthy to 
bee beloved , and yet beloved above all Nations ofthe world ; 
God hath made us like Sasl, taller by the head in metcies then 
all other Nations: There was indeed a time when this Iland was 
called eA1bion,ab albis Rypibus ; bur at thar time ic was black , 
and defiled , worſhipping Rocks and ones, eventhe Devill in 
ſtead of God : Wee had our Draiaes, our Flamines and Archs- 
fſlamines ; Wee offered our Sons and Daughters alive in ſacri- 
fice , Non ad honorem , ſed ad injuriam religionts : Our religion 
was Tr:ſtiſſimum ſuperſtitionum Chaos , as Cambaen ſaith : bur it 


pleaſed God,preſently after the death of Chriſt to ſend the Chri- 


ſtian Religion among us: Chriſt made haſt troconvert England; 
Some ſay that James the brother of /ohn , ſome Simon xelotes , 
ſome rhet Peter and Pawl, but all agree that 7oſeph of cArima- 
thea preached the Goſpell here , and here hee died: And that 
which makes much for the mercy of God to this happy lland ; 


the firſt Chriftian King that ever was in the world , was King: 


Lucimn a Britaine ; and the firſt Chrifiian Emperour was borne 
in England , even Conſtantine the Great : And when wee came 
afterwardsto bee wotully drowned with Popiſh hereſies and [do- 


latry ; the firlt King that ever ſhooke off ſubjettion to Amichriſt , 


after he was diſcovered by Luther,was King Henry the erghr,and 

the firtt King thatever-wrote in Print that the Pope was Anti- 
chriſt , was King [ames of farous memory ; God hath made vs 
not onely Proteſtants,bui reformed Proteſtants; We have enjoyed 
the Goſpell of peace and the peace of the Goſpel for almoſt a hun- 
dred yeares: In this Cert#ry God hath multiplied deliverances 

upon deliverances; wee have had our 88, and our Gunpowder 

deliverances; but as Benjamins meſſe did exceed all his brethrens, 

and as Joſephs (heafe was lifted up above the ſheaves of his bre- 

thren ; ſo the mercies of theſe two laſt yeares doe farre exceed 

allrhe mercies-that ever this Nation did receive fincethe*firſt 

Reformation , mercies that deſerve to bee ingraven inevery 

vae of our hearts: And if Achilles was happy in Alexanders 

2% judgement 
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judgment, becauſe he had a Homer to record his fame : It would 


before the Honorable Houſe of Commons. HERS: 


no doubt bee a great honour to this Kingdome if it had a better 


Homer to Chronicle the paſlages of theſe late yeares : Give mee 
leave to name, and but toname fome few of them. 
Firſt , The happy Pacification betweene Scotland and England ; 


| God hath freed us from Civill warres , which of all warres 


are molt #ncivill, from intefline warres, warres that would have 
eaten out our owne bowels;from wars of Proteſtant with Prote- 
ſtart, which of all warres are moſt cruell ; Odia proximoram ſrt 
ACETTIVA, | 

Secondly , The mighty turne that God hath made in this King. 
dome for the better ; for we were all upon the T ropicks turning tO 
Popery, as ſome that are moſt moderate doe now: confeſſe: The 
Hl affeed party had got a mighty faRion, men in authority & 
power ; pits were digged for the Righteous; Gallowſes provided 


for Mordecai, becauſe hee would not bow to Hamar ; dens of 


Lions for Daniel, becauſe he would nor leave praying; fiery fur- 
naces for the three Children, becauſe they would not worſhip the 
golden [mage ; dungeons for /cremy, becauſe hee would preach 
the truth with boldneſſe; We were like firebrands in the fire;like 
birds in the ſnare ; bur God Almighty hath made a bleſſed 
turne of chings for the better : the enemies are throyne into 
the dens and dungeons they prepared for the godly,the pits they 
digged for others they themſelves are fallen into ; rhe enemies 
of the Church hang downe their heads, and the godly begin to 
lift them up; Our 1ſaacs are delivered , and the Rammes are 
caught inthe buſh, and as the Wiſeman ſaith , The Righteows 
7 delrvered ont of trouble , and the wicked commeth in his ſtead; The 


Proy, IT; 
8, 


wicked ſhall bee a ranſome for the righteous , and the tranſgreſſonrs for Pwy. x. 
r8, 


the upright. 

Thirdly , The Proteſtation ag tinſt all Popery and Popiſh Imovua- 
tions ; next tothat Proteſtation from which we beare the name 
of Proteſtants the greateſt mercy ; God hath brought a great 
deale of good to this Kingdome by ir. | 

Fourthly, The great hope we have of a reformation of the Church 
and State : Wee may now ſay in ſome good mealure, as it is 


Canticles 2.11. The winter ts paſt , the raine #s over and gone, the Caat-2.1- 


3 You 


flowers appeare onthe earth , the time of the finging of birds 1s come: - 
B23. 


6 A Sermon preached at a late Faſt 
You know the birds fingearly in the mornivg atthe breake of 
day , and the flowers appeare at the beginnivg of the Spring ; 
Bleſſed be God,here is a faire Spring towards,the day begins to 
dawne, Reformation begins to bloflome, and we hope that the 
winter of adyerfity is palt and gone, unlefle our ney fins do pro- 
voke God to repent of the good he intends to doe unto us, as he 
dealt with Sal for his new tranſgreſſion,after he had thought to 
have eſtabliſhed him King 1 Sam. 13-13, 14. 

Fifthly', The many grievous yoakes that Gad hath freed ms from, 
ſo many as that the day would hardly ſufhce to repeat them:God 
hath deliveredus from ( #4! yoakgs, and from ftirituall; from 
Monopdblies ; for the late Canons mounted up againlt all good 
men, bur now tarned againſt themſelves ; from the Star-cham- 
ber, and from the terrible High Commiſſion , that wracke and 
corcure of conſcience , and conſcientious men ; which was ap- 

oinred like the dogs 1n the Capizoll', to ſcare away theeves, bur 
hank for the molt part barked onely at honeſt men ; from thoſe 
two terrible Oarthes, the Oath ex Officio ; and the Oath af the 
late Canons , whereby the Prelaticall party thought for ever to 
rivet themſelves intorhe Kingdome , and to be above the hare 
of the King and Parliament ; this Oath is now made the grear 
Canon to ſheot them downe. 

Sixchly,The diſcovery of the ſecret nndermers that have for theſe 
many yeares labonred to blow up our Religion , and under the name 
of Paritan to Trare all men from being Proteſtants : God hath 
done to us as hedid to Ez2kzel, he hath opened a doore in the wall 
co behold all clie treacheries thatare plotted in fecrer, & there is 


nothing deviſed again{t Charch or State, but God raiſes up one - 


Eliſha or other to diſcover it; in ſo much as we may (ay of Eng- 
land, as Balaam of the Iſraelites , Surely there is no enchantment 
againſt England , neither ts there any divination againſt the Houſes of 
Parliament. Here are fix mercies : Now there are alſo diverscir- 
cumſtances with which theſe mercies are apparelled , that are as 
retnarkable as the mercies chemſelves; As we ſay of ſome things, 
chat the curious workmanſhip of chem 1s more worth then the 
chings themſelves ,-(as in a Watch or Clock) fo thele circum- 
Rances are as glorious and as obſervable (ifnot more) then the 


- roercies themſelyes; and theſe are likewiſe (ix, 
Firſt, 


l—_—_— eos + 
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Firſt , for God to doe all this for England , and codoe itin a © 
legall way , in a Parliamentary way. This 18 the firſt Circumflance. 
It wasthat which ourenemies did much threaten that we ſhonld 
never ſee Parliament more, but bleſſed be God , wee doe ee it 
to our great joy and comfort. It was the happines of England 
that in her fir? reformationſhe was ated by authority : Ourre- 


| formation began from the head, and not from the feet - Andit 


is nov no little bleſſing : That this ſecond reformarion begins 

from the heads of our Tribes in the o/d and good way of a Parlia- 

ment , and not by a popular tumulr. 

Secondly , to doe it in a peaceable way : It is withus as it was 

inthe building of So/omons Temple ;. Here is no noiſe of ham- 

mers, or axes : bur all ina quiet way*: Whereas other Nations 

have travailedthrough bloud to a reformation, All things are 
managed among us without blood=ſhed bleſſed be God. 

Thirdly, to doe it i» 4 prazing way : not by the weapons of warye, 

but by the weapons of the Church , Prayers and T eares : Inſtead of 
fighting,we have Faſting,and in ſtead ofthe enemies drummes,we 

have Aarons bells ſounding in our eares : Orr people have prayed 

#p a reformation. | 

Fourthly, to doe allthis for us , when we were ina moſt de- 

ſperate condition ; whey all our fanhfull CHMimiſters with one li p 
preached deſolation and defiraction , when thouſands hadleft us 

as Rats and CMige doe a houſe when it is ready to fall, when we 

lay among the pots {ulliedwith ſuperſtition; for God then to begin pa. c;. 
to make us,45 the wings of a Dove covered with ſilver and her fea- 13. 
thers with yellow gold ; to makeus a glorious Church , topurge 

out our drofſe , and whatſoever gives juſt offence, and to make |, 

us white as the ſnow in Salmon; (It is reported of Sa/men, That it : (as. 6Gs 
is an high hillſhadowed with trees, darke , and full of pits, bar 
when the {now is apon it, it is whice. Our condition was like the 
hill of Saloz, wee were in darke and diſmall condition , full of 
pits and ſnares, but God is making us white as the ſnow in Salmon, 
and all on the ſnddaine contrary to all expetation is opening 4 
agure of hope tor us when we were in the valley of Achor.) This is 
an admirablecircumſtance. | 

Fifcly,to doe all this, for ſuch a ſinfull Nation as England: a Na- 

t19n which hath 5»groſedail choſe ſinnes for which God 7 - 

roye 


$ | | A Sermon preached at a late Faſt 
ſroyed other Nations , as namely, Contempt of the Goſpel, (oun- 
—_— of Idolatry, loathing of Maxma,Crying downe Preaching as 
the Ido 


of England , preaching | agen Preaching : Teaching for 
good doarine , T.hat Biſhops and tithes are Ture *Divino, and yet 
the Lords day is but Ire humano:crying up the holines of C hurches, 
and at the ſame time crying downthe frequency of Preaching tt 
theſe Churches: exalting the holmes of places,and at the lame time 
depreſſing the helines of perſons, and the holines of the Chriſtian 
Sabbath : A nation guilty of eApoſtaſie, Oppo/ition to Reformation, 
Bitteres againſt the people of Gyd, loaded with b/o0d-gultines, blaſ- 
7 phemies, adulterics, oppreſſion, drunkennes,covetouſnes, and iuch like 
| hnnes. - 

Sixtly , And to doe all this for ſuch 4 Nation , and not for other 
Nations : Not for Germazy, not for /reland. Although we drinke 
as deep of the cup of finne as they , yer that God ſhould give us 
no cup, bat acup full of mercy to drinke off ; to make us like 

; Goſhen when all other Proteltant Nations are plagued as e-Egypr, 
O what a rare Circumſtance 1s this ! 

Theſe mercies ; and theſe circumſtanees are fo great and (0 
wonderfult , as that , if I had as many congues as haires'on my 
head , they would not all ſufficero.ſet out the praiſes of God for 
them : And indeed I can hardly forbeare from turning this day 
of humiliation , into a day of rhankeſgiving. Surely God re- 
quires rl thouſand thouſand Hallelajahs; And that we-ſhould bleſſe 
him upon a thouſand ftringed Inſtrument : Here is fewel enough. 
The Lord kindle a great fire in every one of our hearts , ts burne out 
all our luſtes : ro fm our cold hearts with the love of ſuch a God : 
and to make us.albamed and confounded that ever wee ſhould ſinne 
againſt him, / : 

2. Part, Theſecond part of the Text is the Authorof cheſe mercies, in 

theſe words : [ will doe this ſarth the / ord God : Here I obſerve, 

Dot. 2. That the deliverances that come to a Nation, come from lehovah 

Adouai, Nationallmercies come from the God of Nations: And thar 

all che world may take norice that mercies come trom God, he 
ordinarily doth two things 3 

Firſt, he delivers Nations at ſuch times , and when they are in 

ſuch ſtraites , as that-none but a God can deliver them, Thus he de- 

livered his people out of /Egypr when they were intheir worſt 

eſtate 


before the Honorable Houſe of Commons. | * 
eſtate, Cum dnplicantnr lateres tnnc venit Dexs:thus he delivered 
bis people out of Babylon, when they were as dry bones in the 
grave paſthope. this is a time fit for a God to work,as it is Pew. 
32.36, TheLord ball judge his people; and repent himſelfe for bis DEv- 33:36 
{ervants when he ſeeth that their power ts gone, and that there is none 
ſont up or left, | 
He delivers Nations by ſuch ways and ſuch meanes that none 2: 
but a God can do, | | 
Firſt; By little meanes : Thus he tels Gideon, The people that are ludg 7.2. 
wth thee are tro many for me to gite the Mwdianites into their hanids, 
teſt Iſrael vaunt themſelves agamſt me, ſaying. Mine own hand hath 
{aved me z and therefore he rings the Army from 32 1hoyſandto 
ten thouſand, and from ten thoaſand, to three hundred ; and aftcr- 
wards dclivers them without the help of theſe :hree kunarea, by 
Trumpets, Pitchers,and Lamps ; Thus be delivered Ifracll from a 
huge hoaſt of Phi/iſtims, by the help of /onarhan and his eArmor- 1 Sam,x, . 
bearer : And in 2 King.3,23,23:he makes a fancy tobe the founs 3 Kings. 3: 
dation ofa great yiory,the Sus ſeives upon the water, and the 22:23: 
Hoabites conceive it to be the blood of the Iſraelites , and by this 
fancy werevanquiſhed, 
Secondly, By unlikely meanes : Thus God preſerved Noah by 
an prey 6 he was buried,as in a dark/epwlcher,dwelling 
a wild beaſts, floating on the waters without a Pilot to 
” i y the Text faith,Ged ſout bim in,and by his pow= gz,, , 16. 
cr Kept 


from ſinking : thus God made the Taylor (an un- 
likely inſtroment)to waſh the ſtripes of Pawnl and Silas, and Rev, Afs 16. 
1 2.16. he makes the earth to help the Woman,tbat is,the baſeſt and Rev-116: 
the moſt unlikelicſt of the people. | 
- Thirdly, By contrary meanes : Thus lonah was preſerved from 
' drowning by a #hale,and was kept vinm in ſepnlchro ; thus To- 
Jeph was made Lord of Egypt by being caft into priſon , and the 
blind man cured with clay and ſp3t2le, a way more likely to put 
out his wes than to cure hi | | 
t 


Fourthly YPithout any weanes at af : And thus God delivered 


his people out of Babylon : For when God turned again the capti> Plal 126.1 
vity of Sion (faith David) they were likg unto them that dreame : 
now men know:-not what they ſhall dreane of when they go to 
bed; we "dreame of range” things we do not; 


y MT ,, ; 
dreames z 


I0 . A Sermort preached at 4 late Faſt 
dreames; luck was their deliverance out of Bebylon,a firange un- 
ſanght,untbought for delverance,zuitas a dream i now God doth 
all chis,that ic might appeare, ithat deliverances come not from 
ſcrondary cauſes, but from his own arm? and power, . _- 
- Let this Do&rine be another Looking-glaſſs tor this Nation ; 
Englanis mercies come from the God of England; we way truly lay 

Plal. 126. with David, If th: Lord bad not been onowr fide,s{ the Lord had not 
bees 0n our ſide when men roſe up againſt us they had ſwallowed us up 
quick.; ans the ftreames hal gone over our ſoules ; There isnot on- 
ly the finger of God, but the hand,even the right hand ; the arme, 
even the ſtrong arm: of /chovah, the only wonder working God ' 
in Enolaxds mercies; and this will appeare, 

Ifeither you conſider the mercics themſclves ; 

Orthetime when we received them : 
; Or the manner how we received them, 

| Birſt, Life. confoder the merries themſelves, they arc fo ſuperla- 
tive,: a3that wemay fay ot them as Protogenes did-of'a curious 
line which he ſaw drawn ina Painters ſhop ;;None but 4pelles 
could draw this.line; Fo) none but 4 God do fuch great things g 
T beſe mercies declare the glory of Goa, and theſe delwverancer/bew 

forth bus handy works ; works worthy ofa God. - | 
Secondly, if we confider the trype when we neceived them, far God 
wyff:red us:to bat the yery-pits brink; and betweent che very 
_ tecth afithe Lionsas Damelwasand like 1/act: beflai 
evcn Tantum non, and then hocame from Heaven t 
b8at08 artioulas tempexts.) > O'ha 
 - SremMes-cewe wp againſt me, faith 


pus, < 


5 
, 
atticles'oftime ! | When m 
avid, then (anti not before) 
God fought for me. ett bo og 


Thirdly; The manner bewiGod bath brought about theſe mir- 
vierry ſo rare, as that: we may notonly. fay (a8 David tothe woe 
— ro vr do, ane oc but: we -ma ny 
conejude,. 7 be aandef: God #.209h.confpientits in all Englands 
mercier-: Never fince the of the Great ionof the World when 


God brought light aut of | , "bath Gad-more appeared in the 
Tarr; reheat vod aut: of evil.tben in theſe laſt 
—— —_— «= nr eng Mawr. 
State to di A in the pits:tnat 
Plal 9.16, Wy nm reokavediggad 1In1he metiw hich they bad 121beir 
"200520 F741 
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own foot taken : the wicked is ſnaveatin the werkes of bit omne hind. - 
aitr, Seleb; As (bri out the buycrFand fellersby 

4 Mu. made of reir own coraer, which they broughttotye their 

beaſts withalt.; ſo God hath-whipped out the cnemics of this. 


Church and State, by whips of their own making ; - He hath ras Prov. 5.cs. 


hen them by their or niques avid hath beld chow with-the cords 
of their ws 3 Goliah' # killed with his own Fword': ' Haw 
man hanged upon his oWn'Gallowes : All that our enemies have 
done-theſe many -yearcs hath beene-but as the weaving of a 


Spiders web, and the hatching of Cockgtrice egges, for they have ay 59, 


conſamed their bowels by: x. ul they have'\weaved., 'and t 
are deſtroyed by thegges which they have hatched : God harh 


delivered us not only ld meanes, / by wwolrkely Weaver , but 


by contrary meanes ; brought nity owt of divifien : The 
indeayours to'divid Nations of England a Scothand, 
hoeeons the mcanes ofthcirfartherunion ; (we have- indecd 

muc'milum ab Aquilone, butwe tay well turneit 
ind ſay; Onme berinns/ob uatems for Seer tiuPhith beviv the eau 
of 5 great dealc of g oi land) 'God hath: 'brought liberty 
pick 9 op = I thingsh uot been ſo bad, they wouldnor now 
beveb d good; If mans wickedneſſe had not bran ſo'evident ; Gads 
not beer ſo't ; God hath made our enemies 
NG to be their D Jand hath rninated them by 
_ whatthey nope tobe abliſhed ztheir very riſing hat ——— 

their rwne; by indeavouring to bring” themicly 

high, 'they have opergraſped themſelves, and almoſt loſt Alc ;"I 


all thoſe thing 1 herein rhey deals proudly , God was abovedicni: £x0d: 18 


God hath made all owr Deftraltives to beour Proſervativet and ©" 
by thoſe wayrs by which they thought to deſtroy ws , they have 
preferred us ; andall this hath beene done not ſomuch by the 
wiſil me of the Parliament,ncr b the graves of has Childyen,as by 
the very !»ſts andpride of the. TE-4 # the Tordrdoiny,, 
and it is marvellous in our eyer : ind'we may ately Tay with Die- 
vid, Swrely the wrath of man ſball 
Wrath ſhale thou reſtr ai,Give te tow leave(Right Honorable) 
to maketwo uſes oftheſe two! If thelginerei =! 
ſrogrGod, + Wet 25113 110 


| 79 & | > 2 »(14 to9H 21 11% 


praiſe thee,” | andthe remainder 50] Pla 76.10 


"Lat God have the ory ofallhin merits &6290cl 119i) yp x, 


And 


12 ... ASermonpreachea at a late Fait- 
Uſe 2, ,Andglory with all his mercics. + 
Uſei. + Let God have theglory of all his avercies; Ict us ſay with Da» 
Pſa.ti5» Vid,Not wnto #4, 0 Lord,not anto 14, but unto thy name we give the 
| praiſe;Not unto us foecauſe not by me; ket us give the praile,and the 
F : Whole praiſe to God ; The'nature of man is wonJerfull prune 
to ſacrifice to his ownnet,and to aſcribe the glory of dehveran- 
ccs to himſclfe; Nebuchadnezuar [pake and ſaid, I not thu great 
Dan. 4-30. Babell that I bave builr,by the might of my power, and for the bonor 
of my Majeſty ? and Aſes bimſeife ſpaks nnadviſedly with bu 1595, 
whegq he {aid, Shall we bring water out of thus Rock, * &c., 28 if he 
had dens it by bis own power : and therfore let us take heed of 
this ſin. There are two things in every mercy, 
Firſt, The comfort and benefit of themercy. | 
Secondly,Thepraiſc and glory.of t .NowGod giveth 
us the comfort and beacfit, but the praiſe ay glory he reſerveth 
to him{clfe; this is like Poriphars wife, that Joſeph muſt not med - 
dle withall: Z clatwr Deus propter gloriaps. This I ſpeake the ra- 
ther, becauſc I preach to them whom..God hath-made one of the 
Inſtruments of all our mercics; Youare.the golden pipesthrough 
which theſe mercies come tous , and + you muſt be as golden 
pipes, in ſuff:ring the praiſe to-paſſe through you, .not reſerving 
2ny.to your ſclves :: you mult fing-the:Angels ſong, Glory be-to 
God on bigh,jn earth peace, and lay with Bernard, Mibi placet ai- 
eabart Augelica, Gratanter accipio quod relinquis yelinquo quod 
retines, abjuro gloriam, we amitterem pacem. It was that which 
: yekiogof Swedes did often complain of,agd- much bemoane, 
aying, That God would ſurely take him ont of thiworld before his 
were w4 done, becauſe people did $dv{ize bim- and aſcribe too much 
wnto 0199, _ | | | 
neſt. May we not give praiſe andthanks to the'Parliament,that hath 
taken ſuch indefatigable paines for our good? _- - 
Avſw.. | Yescerta nlys butnot as.te-the firſt Auhort and Fomnteines, 
butonly as to the, Meſſengers of the good: things we cnjoy ;\ as 
when a great Lord ſends agift by his ſeryant, we may thank the 
ſervant ter his pajnes in bringing-the gift, and give him'arc- 
ward for his pg1nes « but the. praiſ: for the gift is tothe 
Lord that ſent it ; ſoitis here, thg great God bath ;made you 
_ - (right Honorable) his Servarts;and Embeſſaders to bring gem 
; 3) is KS ts 16 
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bleſſings to us ;" And we thanke you for your coſt; and care, and 
paines,and the Lord reward'you a thouſand fold'; But the mer- 

cies are not yours,but Gods ; And therefore, Not unto you,notun- 
to you, bat unto od be all the praiſe: You mult be as carefu]l-to 
appropriate all the glory toGod-as [oab was topreſerve theglo- 
ry of David,whea hz ſent for him» tocome to Rabbab and rake 2 Sam,1 2. 
it, leſt if loab had taken the City, it ſhould bave berne called by bus *5- 
name, Let not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdome, netther let the 
mighty man glory in his might, nor let not the rich man glory in his. 

Yic es, = let him mn glorieth, glory in the ty It wSthe laſt 
if of dying Chry/oſtome ; Glory be to God ſfromall Creatures. 

Let the reflivae the 7p their bockes ſubſcribe ; Laus Deo &- 
beate Virgin; Praiſe be to God'and the bleſſed Virgin ; Let this 
be the badge of the Beaſt: But let every true Proteſtant ſubſcribe; 

Soli Deo gloria, To God only be praiſe ;for ſo Chriſt hath taught 
us,T bine 1s the Kingdome,the power eng the glory ; And theretorc 
to him only be glory. | 

And as we muſt give God:the glory of his mercics, So we mwſt /; 2, 
give glory toGod with all bis Mercies, We mult improve Englands 

mercies to the glory of the Godof "England ; England is an Iland 
incompaſicd about with foure Oceans:An Ocean of water: And of 
late yeares 4» Ocean of dangers: And now I atn fure with a Oce- 
an.of ſinnes ; and an Ocean of mercies, Q |ct us adde one Ocean 
more,en Ocean of ſervice, and obedience ; as God hath done fin- 
gular and extraqrdinary things for us, ſoc: us do ſome fingu-- 
larand extraordinary ſervice for God, He hath made En9/land 
amracle of mercy; let Eng/and be a miracleof obedience :. A 
Chriſtian in Engl/and mult not only ſervire Deo, /ed & aculari, 
as Tertullian faith : Hee muſt berich in good workes, as God England: - 
hath bcen rich in mercy. We muſt cig ht wayes improve Eg- mercies 
lands mercies. | _ 

; | Firlt let us make theſe mercies, | Adotiver to obedience and ſer- 1, ju 
vice.. As Ged made the deliverance out of «£gypr a motive to obedientie- 
the keeping of the ten Commandements, 7 am the Lord which 
brought thee ont of the land of «/£gypt, ont of the houſe of bandage, 
hr Sraches bak beve wore 0ther Gods but me:Thon ſhalt not make 
to thy ſelfe any graven Image, &c. So let us make Englands mer- 
cies a Motive to the keeping of Gods Commandements, 7be- 

C.3, | ſeech - 


Rom, I ts 
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As God commanded ofes to kee 
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fſeech you by the mercics of God offer wp your bolies a living ſacrifice 


holy and acceptable wnto God,Which is your reaſonable ſervice;\et the 
great twrne of times move us torurne to God ; Letus nor take 
Gods name in vaine, after ſo many mercies ; Let us not prophane 
Gods day, commit whoredome, make our luſts our lawes, our 
mony our God,after ſo many mercies. 

Secondly, lect us make theſe mercics, as /omany cordes aud 
bondes ro tye 4 faſt to God and his Will. Gods mercics faith eAw- 
ſtine, are like to a Needle, that ſowes two peeces together 
that ardent and torne aſnnder. Man and God by natureare ſc- 
parated, - but his benefits and mercies muſt be uſed as Needles to 
fow them together,and to knit them to God in obedience, It is 
Gods promiſe, 1 Will draw thee unto mee with rhe cordes of Love. 
Now God hath reached our many cords of love unto this King- 
dome,. O let theſe golden cords draw us unto him : Let us not bee 
like Sampſon that burſt all his cords in ſander. - I read.of a man 
in the Goſpell whom no cords could bind, but read alſo he 
was poſſeſied witha Devill « It is aſignethat the piric of 3/0 
Devill t in you, andnot the Spirit of God, if theſe Cablesropes of 
mercy will not draw you to the obedience of Gods Will. 

Thirdly, let us make theſe mercics as fo pany Alemorandams 
to put 14 in mind of our duty: As Ahbaſbnerus on a certam night when 
he could nat ſleep,called for the Chronicles,and ther was read to hins a 
good deed that Mordecai bad done, and preſently be ached, what ho« 
nonr and dignity had beene done to Mordecas for this ? So muſt wee 
make a Catalogue of Gods mercics, and keep them by us, and be 
ever and anonreading of them) and faying,”hat bonowur hath:God 


had er all my honor andriches and other mercies received from bins? 


And when we begin to forget a duty, then ran to our (catalogue. 
the por of Mama for a 
mento to put the Iſraclites in mind of his great mercy. in giving 
them ſama : fo muſt our hearts beas tie Arke to keep Gods 


- mercies to put us in mind of God. ,and our Frvice to han when 


we arercady to forget him. | eg 10108 261 
Fourthly, let.us make theſe mercics Looking-glaſſes to ſex God 


o bearenti%. ,,, and not walls to ſeparate between us and God: 'God never 


_—_— inhis wwdamec, power;:goodnefle, and mercy, 
in theſe dayes 2.,And not ta fee God'in fich works of bis 


providence, 


befort the Honorable Houſe of Compreons. I5 
providence,is a aw/e3 and wilt bring ac#+ſ#: That itisa curſe, rer.r7 5:66 
opp Jeremy 17.5.6. Curſed be the man that trufteth in man, 

and maketh fleſb h's Arme,and whoſe heart departeth from the Lord; 
for he ſhall bedike 4 heath-in the deſert, and ſhall not [te when good 
comes : And that it brings a curſe, appzares Plat. 28.5. Becauſe Plal :8.5. 
they regardn 2 the works of the Lord wor the operation. of bis hands; 
he hall defiroythem, and not build them ap. 

Fittly,let us make theſe mercies as many Foot fools to raiſe #44 Foot- 
wp to higher mercies ; Let us uſe theſ: niercies reflexively, riot ftoo!es of 
rerminatively : And ay as good Falgentius did}, when he faw the 9Þccicnce. 

lory of Rome, $5 talis eff Roma terreftris, qualu eft Roma ca- 
l:ftss ? If Gods mercies be fo rare here in the valley of tears,what | 
arc they in the-mauntaine of joy ? 

Sixtly, let-us make theſe mercies as ſo'many #ridges to lead 

#4 over to better mercies 3 tofuch mercies, which are at Gods Ta; voter 
right ha»d, and is bu right hand, and which are the mercies of buy Es 

r-ght hand, All Temporallmercies are the mercies of Godrieft 
hand, which he gives tomany whom he will put at b% left hand 
at the day of Iudgement, ' Spiritual mercics arc the merciey of 
hzs right Nand, And mecrcies 1n bis right hand : For his right hand it 
fwlef teonſneſſe : Let us be earneſt Petitioners for thoſe. mer» P12, 48. 10, 
cies; which whoſoever hath, (hall be placed at the right hand of Plal.16,11 
Chrift, at the day of Tudgement;;- and ſhall be made partakers 
ofthoſceverlaſting pleaſures, which areat Go#s right hand, Let 
us not be like that woman, that whenher husband nt her a 
Tewell as a token of his love, to put her in mind of im, /fell in 
love with the Iewell and forgot her hnsbaud, Der 4s not make 
theſe mercies our God,but bridges to lead ne over fo-God. 

Seventhly, let us make theſe mereics as fo lnany Corarals #0 Cordials' 
comfort ns -1n all diſtreſſes : and if God at ariy cime-houtd bring fcomlerc. 
this Nation into-new ſtraites and dangers ; Letusfay as CMHa- 
woabs wite did unto Afanoab, If the Lov 7 Dd intend 1646 "EP- Ludri13.23 
land, /oerely be would never ave beſtowed'Jo ras wa pon 
England. 

Eightly, let ns make theſe mercics as ſo man) 
firuments of ſervice ;; Let us ferve God { withoure 
and'iparts; Letus ferve him ,Cheerfmlly 
fully" 46 God ſend upon us pvc cute provacaty Pave 


} weaves, andin- Media Or 


wealth inflrumen- 


p= _rqza 


16 . A Sermon preached at a late Fait 
Devr. 13. +2 8.47 ,48, Becauſe thou ſerveaſt not the Lord thy God with jeyfwl- 
47,45, neſſe and with gladneſſe of heart, for the abundance of all things; ther- 
fore ſhalt thoy ſerve thine enemies which the Lord ſhall ſend againſt 
thee.in banger n thirſt in nakedneſſe, in want of all things : And be 
faall put a yoke of ircn pon thy necks, untill be hath deftraged thee : 
Pg *- 13: Let us rendour bearts and not our garments,and turn to the Lord, for 
'37* he is gracioiu t O give thankes wnto the Lord for his mercy endureth 
- for ever ; There us mercy with thee O Lord,aud Fherefore th:u art to 
be feared; Let us feare to finne againſt a God of ſuch mercy; Let 
us admire theſe mercies ; And admire him for hu mercies : And 1iy 
2 Sam.7.18 With-Datid, ho am 1 O Lord, and what i mine houſe that tho 
ſholldeft bring me hitherto ; and us this the manner of: man O Lord 
 Ged? Andlet us pray that excellent prayer, Domine da grati- 
tndinem cum miſericordia,nolo miſericordiam ſine graeitudine ; Lord 
we # rhankefull hearts with thy mercies, Lord give us obedient 
; nil with thy mercies, Rather let xs be n3th: ut mercy then not 
to have grace to glorifie thee with thy mercies, FAT 
Part 3. _ "The third part ofthe Text is, The falſe reaforr of the mercy 
depoſed, and that by way of proclamation ; Bee it knowna unto 
you O Hoxſe of Iſracl, that it 1s not for your ſake? that I dee thu, 
Nec per wos, nec propter 20s ; Neither by you, nor for yon ; It 
is I that doit faith the Lord ; and for my owne names ſake { doe 
it 3 Not for your ſaker, This Proclamation is very often incul- 
cated for feare- leſt men ſhould aſcribe mercies to their owne 
merits, which all are very apt to-do. It is fajd inthe 22. verſe 
Eze.36.22 .of this Chapter ; Sy wnto the bowſe of Iſrael ; Thu ſaith the Lord, 
Ldawot thu for or ſakes O Howſe of I{rael, but for my boly names 
ſake,Wwbich you bave prophaned among the heathen Whither you Went; 
- 826.20.44* Thus Ezckicl 20.44. And you ſhall know that I am the Lord when 
Thave wrought with you for my names ſake , not according to your. 
wicked wayes, wor according to your corrupt- doings O yee Houſe of 
Deut. 9.4. 1/acl ſaith the Lord; Thus allo, *Deuteronomy 944: - Speaks not 
' thou in thy heart(tor many will thinke ſo in their hearts;though 
aſhamed to ſpeake it with their tongues ) after that the Lord thy 
God bathcaſt them ont from before thee ſaying for my righteouſne([e 
the Lord bath browght mee to pſeſe thu land ; But for the wicked- 
of of np Nations the Lord: thdrive them ont from before thee ; 
Verſe 25+ This is repeated againe at the 5 verſe, that it may not be for- 
FT \* gotten; 


ES En: 2 


ten; Not for thy righteonſnezor for the uprightnes of thy hear 
ff Ray: by ef the Land,&c.This oF ao wy hos 
yerſ.the'6 aderf aud therfore,that the Lard thyGod giveth thee 
not this good Land to pee it for thy righteonſnes,for thou art 4 
Piffenecked people A in the 7. verſe, He calls upon us to re- 
member it,and not forget it, Hence obſerve, 


Lefore the Havorable Honſt of Commonr, v7 


That National mercies come trom free grace,not from free wil; Det. 3. 


Not from mans goodnes,but Gods goodnes.My dehire is,that this 
D6&rine may be a third Looking-glafſe for England, If any 
ſhall aske, How it comes to paſle, that England hath bin 1:ke 
Noahs Arke,lafe and ſecure,whea all other Nations have been 
drowned with a ſea of blond : Why England is like Gideozs ary 
fleece , when all other Nations ate like His wee fleece bedewed 
with miſeries and lamentatians:No other anſwer can be returned 
but Gods free grace and mercy: / will have mercy upon whom [ 
will have mercy : May I not do what I will with mine own? May 
not a man'that hath two debrors equally indebced to him,ſpare 
che ene and nat the other, . as he pleaſerh ? Be it known unto 

ou,O hauſe of England, It isnot for your fakes, for you are a 
Piffenecked people,bur for my holy Names fake. 


- Bur doth nor God indent and Coyenane with a Nation, upon Oneſt. 


irs repentance,to ſhew mercy, how then is Gods mercy free ? 


Repencance it ſelf is of Gods free grace,a Tim.2.25.lnmeeks AnſeV. I» 


weſſe inſtrutting them that oppoſe themſelves,if God peradventure 
will give ee As Meareae Is Gd, ROE A ther- 


: 


fore Chriſt is faid To be exalted by Godzto be a Prince and a Sa- Atts 


viour,for to give repeatance to 1ſrael and fargiveneſſe of ſins. 
Repencance is not the cauſe FA hich Gt Cas 4 Nation, 
bur onely a qualification of that Nation which God will ſpare: 
A pom denores the Perſozc, which God hath freely pro- 
miled ro pardon, bur nor the caſe forwhich he promiſes to pardon; 
as the Gzowon nthe Diall is not the cauſe _ theclock goes 
xight or wrong,hyr onely an Indication whecher it go right or 


ercies come from 


5, 3b 


24 


ods gaodnefſe and not our Uſe I; 


er us nor.think our ſelves more tighteous then 
Jreland,, becaule weeare not wallowing in bloud as Ireland ; : 
Think you, fait Chriſt hat boſe eighteen por who thetowre ww Luke 12 
6 way 4 ; 4 os þ TT. 'S; A 


| Act. 28, 


T8 
Sloe fell'are prners above all men that dwell in Terwſalem * I tell 
Jo# nay: that am the Judg of the world,[ tell you nay. The na- 
cure ef man 1s prone tO cenſure Germany and Ireland as horrible 
ſinners above others, but 7 tell you nay,ſaith Chriff, When the 
Barbarians ſaw theViper skip upon the hand of PasLthey con= 
cluded vreſently, Surely this may ts a murtherer -buc they were 
Barbariaxs,and in this they asted the part of Barbariaxs.It is a 
barbarous ation to cenſure'them that are puniſhed by God,ro 
be the greatelt of finners. Iadicia Des non ſunt temere diſcutiens 
da,ſed fornxdoloſs filentio veneranda;faith Gregory. Be it known 
unto you,O England,ic is not for your righteouſneſſe you are 
ſpared,nor becauſe you are berter,but becauſeI loye you better; 
not for your ſakes do I this,faith the Lordfar if Ireland be [ins 
full, England hath a great fhare in this ſinfulneſe,becauſe it hath 
taken no more care to bring thoſe Fe Rebelsto the knowledge of 
the Goſpell of Teſia (hriſt. Let England fay as Ly/ſmachus did, 
(who was on a ſodain called forth our of a hoaſEwhere he was 
at ſupper(by his good Genizz,as the Heathen fay,)) and as ſoon 
as ever he was out of doots , ' the houſe fell down and killed 
them all which were within) Good God, ſatth he, - to what evill 
am 1 reſerved! So let England ſay, Good Lord to what ſuper- 
tranſcendent judgment am 1 reſerved;if [ repent not | And this 
makes way tor the fecondUte. | 
IfEnglands mercies come from free grate.let not England 
preſume upon Gods merctes,as if renal upon them and their 
poſterity;tor it is as.free far God ro rake away his mercies, as 
It was free to give them; And thus Chriſt tels che Jews in the 
forementioned place,I zell you nay, but except yee repent ye (hall 
likewiſe periſh ; and. ſo they did within forty years after with a 
feyere deſtruction. And fo do.I fay to England, Except Exglaud 
relay al(a ſball periſh , let not England be high minded 
but fear.God hath a devouring fivord for England,as well asJre- 
land... And therefore let England chis.day, humble it ſe!f in duft 
and aſhes,for theughGod defer Eng lands judgment,longer then 
Irelands, or Germanies,yet as fare as there isa God in n, 


unlefle we t, we alſo ſhall periſh : Gods forbearante is 1 


acquittagce : ris one thing to dear a debtor, | and another 
thipg to acqwit a debtor: The longer God is ferchung —_— 
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free grace, and ſay as G 


before the Honorable Hauſ e of s IT» is 
hand, the heayier will the blow be when he ſirikes. What fo 
Falme a the ſea?but yet yhen a ſtorm comes, what ſo Zone tt 
08? What fo blunt as Iran?bur when it 1s [harpued, what more 

22 None (o patient and mercifull as God,. but yet when he 

ns to rike,and his anger is kindled, hoy unexprefſible is 
his fary ? Conlider this you thar forget God,left ke tear you in 

ieces,and there be none to delyer you, | 


" If free grace kath preerved England,let England blefſe God O/+ '3. 


for free grace, and lay as it is, Lament, 3.221t i the Lords mera 
cy that we are not conſumed, becanſe bis compaſſions fail yot ; nor 
vas our fins fail not, for our ins are as many 4s eur mercies, 
bur becauſe his compaſſions fail not. ; Ic is the Lords mercy 
that we /inf «ll men and women are not conſumed;O giveGod the 
glory of free grace,as it is expreſled, Mal. 3.6. I am the Lord,7 
change not therfore you Sons 0 ' Jacob are not conſumed : Not be- 
cauſe you haye nat changed yqurGod,not becauſeyou are good 
and righteous,but becauſe / am #nchangable,thgrfore youSons of 
Jacob are not onſet Let us ſay as David, We: have net got our 
peace and plenty by our own ſword,neither hath our awn arms ſaved 
24,6nt thy right Leda thy arm,&the light of thy countenance , 
becauſe thou hedſt a favour unto u,lt thou art converted, bleſſe 
God for free grace : For who made thee to differ from ansther?& 
what haſt thowwhich thou haſt not received? & ifthou didſ receive 
it,why didft thou. glory as if thou hadſt not received it ? Let us a- 
ſcribe all our dehverances and all our mercies,the mercy of the 
Pacification,the mercy of Reformation,the mercy of the union 
of both Houſes of Parliament,thediſcovery of all plots& trea- 
{ons again(t this Church and State, our freedome from all our 
yoaks, andall the good things that God - hath done for us unto 

a fe. Zerubbabel, Not by might nor by 
power but , my ſpirit,ſaith the Lord of hoſts. Who art thou, Ogreat 
motuntain,before Zerubbabel?thou ſhalt become 4 plain,CF he ſhall 


bring forth the bead ſtane theref with ſhouting,and crying, Grace, 
grace uma it : Let grace,grace,be our conſtans acclamation. 

If free grace harh preſeryed England,nor free will, Ler Exg- 
land maintain free grace above froe will. I find in Hiſtory, - char 
Pelagins the greateſt enemy to free grace thac ever the- world 
fd, was born nn Evglaud ; and am fue hat England of late 
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50 'Þ; exmon preached at a late Faſt 
yeats hath bin too great a fritad to Pelapianiſme , under the 
name of Arminianiſme,Bradwardine an Engliſh 'man complains 
of his time, ( as Hierome before had done of Arianiſme ) That 
almoſt all the world was gone after the error of Pelagini, and he 
cryes out, Exurge Dem, & judica cauſam tuan : I am confi- 
denc,that chis complaint, and this Payer might juſtly have bin 
eaken up in reference to England theſe few years palt;for there 
was mighty Faction riſen up in the Church{ſo I dare now call 
it,blefled be God who advanced free will above fx:e grace,and 
ſubjected the power of grave to the power of free will:which fatie 
on prevailed {o far , as that whoſoever wasnor an Arminiar, 
was co nomine, A Doftrinall Puritan (as he was then termed. } 
The Univerſities were poyſoned within this doQtrine, 'and all 
preferment ſtreamed this way.We were come to that height,that 
the dotrine of Arminianiſme was accounted theDorine of the 
Church of England. And therfore,] beſeech you(right Honorable) 
to take this into your moſt ſerions coup hn free prace in 
its Throne,advance free grace, thathath fo much advaxced you t 
'root out Aminianifme.feth our dottriye (not onely onr Difti. 
pl: ne)that there may be m7 (hadow in it for an Arminan. K [James 
of fatious memory, in a Declaration written to the'States of 
Holland,cals Arminius, That entmy of God : and a book of Bey 
tizs,of the Apoſeacy of theSaints, A bIaſph:mons book,whole ve- 
xy tit'e makes it worthy the fire,and be perſades the LowCony- 
tries betimes to root cut thoſe hereſtes andſchiſmes , Which if 
they ſuffered'to have rhe reins,would bring the curſe o f God up- 
on th:m,infamy through all the Reforme1 Charches,and a perpe= 
tall rent and diſtraftion in the whole body of their State, I ſpeak 
to wiſemen,confi ter what I ſay. And certain ic 18, if temporal te. 
Lerances be the fruits of Gods free grace,much more are ſpire 
tuall and cternall, Thertore weare faid ro be juſtified freely by 
his grace, and tobe Elefted according to the good pleaſure of his 
will;and wheras the Apoſtle faith, that the wages of ſj» 1s death, 
he doth not ad;che wages of grate. is eternal life, but the gift of 
God ts eternal life, through Teſus Chriſt onr Lord, It is not free 
will, but free prace that puts the difference berween Jacob and 
of 


Eſau; lt is not of him that willeth,nor of hingghat runneth but of 


od that ſhewerh mercy, It is an excellenc faying of Auguſtine, 
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before the Honorable Houſe of Commons. 21 
Times ego anime mee ſalutem aliqua ex parte hberoarbitrio com» 
ranks, am afraid to commitr the leaſt Iota of my falvation to 

free will; and che ſame Father doth often and much commend 

a ſaying of Cyprian.[n nulls gloriandum , quoniam noſtrum nihil 
eft.We muſt glory in nothiug,becauſe nothing is ours. Bernard 

molt ſweetly, Horreo quicquid de meo eff,ut ſim mens, T abhor 
whatſoeyer is mine,that I may be mine, Bucer likeyiſe hath 

thele words, Ss vel tantillum boni a Deo nou eff, Dems non eſt, If 

che leaſt beam of holineſſe be in us without the efficaciom work 

of Gods grace,he is no /onger 4 God, Now ſurely the act of af- 
ſenting to the offer of grace,is the chief work of conyerhion ; 

And the Arminians deny this to be effettwally, inſuperably and 
inevitably fromGod which us to wngod Godin the opinion of Bucer, —— 
"If Englands mercies come from free grace, let England ſerve [e'$- 
God freely.God loves a free'people,a free>w1ll offering, let the 

ſervice of God come freely upon us, od gives fronds let us 

give free toTreland.The Papilts upbraid us proteſtancs(l know 

not how truly)that there was never any Law made for rates for 

the relief of the poor til the reformation of religion;1n times of Po- 

pery they gave free/ywithout compulſion:It is forthe hardnes of 

our hearts that there needs ſ#ch a Law,let us be aſhamed to bee 
out-ſtripped by Papiſts in our free ſerving of Goa.l deny nor, bur 

thar ic1s laytul for a man wich Hoſes to have an eye to the re- 
compence of reward, bur there is a great deal of difference be- 

tween Amor mercenariiu,and amor mercedis,between mercenary 
love.and the love o f the reward; Mercenary love.is to ſeryeGod 

only for reward,this is weritricioue lovezthis Is to ſerve ovr ſelvs 

not God; this 1s to make ſ+ of God,to exjsy our ſelyes;bur the 

loye of the reward,is to make Heaven a motive of our ſervice, 

bur not the /aff,nor the greateſt, A right Chriſtian loves heaven 

for God,not God only for Heaven, He that loves God ontly for 
heaven,loves God for that which is inferior to God.Chryſoffome | 9x3 

hath anexcellenc ſaying, If God ſhowld command me to abey him, 

and afterwards throw me into hell,yet I would obey bim. Thi Sis 

my Heaven to be obedieyt,this ts my meat and drink to do the wil 

ef J od, HAerc es ANor s amor, He that lavesGod,that loved Py # "—_ 

Iy,will love him freely. lid i bes od | 

"The fourth and [aft parr of the Text,is thetrue Uſe we areto 4. Part, 
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Ezek.20.41 
| 42o43« 


Ezck.36.31 


53 . 'A Sermon Preathed at a late Faſt 


make ofGods mercieg,contained in theſe words, Be aſhamed & 
confounded for your own ways Obouſe of Iſrael, The words in the 
Hebrew,are borh of the ſame fignification;be aſhamed and aſha- 
med, Ernbeſcite © Tubore afficiamini,S0 Tunis : blu(h for ſhame 
and be confounded with ſhame, for your own Wayes,that is, for 
your own evill ways,and for your doings that are not good (as it is 
expounded in the tormer yer{e)Ohowſe of Iſrael.Give me leave 
to aker the perſons,8 inſtead of the Houſe of Iſrael to pur in 
the Houſe of England , and fo it will ſuit molt excellently to 
this Aſſembly here gathered rogerher this day, For the Houſe 
o Commons 1s the Houſe of England repreſentatively. Let us 
then read the word; thus : Be aſhamed 4nd aſhamed,for your own 
evill wayes,O you bouſe of England, | 
- Thar the contemplation of Gods free mercy to Nations and 


perſons ought to be a mighty incentive, and a moſt effeftuall - 


argument Lo make them athamed,and aſhamed,aſhamed for fin 
for che time paſt,and aſhamed to fin for the time to come. 
Thus is a motive that the Prophet Ezekze! doth often uſe, 
Nevertheleſſe,] will remember my Covenant with thee,and Jill 
eſtabliſh nuto thee an everlaſting covenant,then ſhalt thou remem- 
ber thy ways,and be aſhamed, c.T hat thou maiſt remember, and 
be confounded, and never open thy month any more,becauſe of thy 
ſhame,when ] am pacified toward thee, for all that thou haſt done, 
ſaith th: Lord of hoſts. That is,when] ſhall be graciolſly recon« 
ciled unto thee in Jeſus Chrift,then thou ſhalt be confounded 
and aſhamed tor chy eyill doings. As alſo, Ezek,20.41,4224 3s 
I will bring you out from among the people,&Fc. And ye ſhall know 
that I am the Lord whey I hall bring ye into the Land of 1ſrael, 
&'c, Aud there ſhall ye remember your ways aud all your avings, 
where yee have bin defiled,and ye ſhall loath your ſelves in your 
own fight, for all your evils that ye have committea.So allo in the 


verſe before my text. Then ſhal ye remember your evill ways, and 


your doings that were not good, and ſhall loath your ſelves in your 


own ſight for your iniquities and for your abominations. They: that 
is, when I ſhall beſtow my mercies upon you, Then, ſhall ye 
loath your ſelyes for your 1niquities, 

And his is the argument{ Right Hononrable )which ] ſpread 
before you this day co belp forward the work of RRDATStIOns 


TH To toy Ouch p - OST A by 


"1 
£2 
: ” 
K 
* 


before the Honorable Houſe of Commons. XY) 
ſt is a day of deep mowrnivig and lamentationa day wherein it is 
no hypocrifie to appear to men to weep,it is no fign of an effemi- 
nate man,but of a penitent man to weep thizday:1t 1s not-vain g lo» 
r1,but Geds glory to be heard ſighing and groaning, This is ſweet 
muſich in Gods ears, Wabe to that man that 1s not humbled in 
a day of humiliation;wo be to us if the day break up before our 
hearts be broken'/Now the motive which Iwil bring to perſads 

ou to loath your ſelves for your abominations, to bea« 

amed and confounded for your own evill doings,is from _ 

The many rare and great mercies that God hath beſtowed ups 
bn the Nation in generall, and upon our perſons in particular. 

And there is great reaſons why the mercies of God ſhould 
Make us aſhamed for ſin,and aſhamed ro fin.. 
Becauſeno finagainlt God after mercy is a ſinne of ſuch a 
crimſon die,as that It muſt needs make us bluſh,if any grace be 
in our hearts. The greater the ſin is we commit the greater « our 
ſhame to commit it.Now it 18a fin ofa very high nature, to fin. 
after mercy, for thele reaſons. 

Becanle every new mercy we receive from God,is a new kind- 
yes,and the more kindnes we fin againit,the more unkind it 1s to 
ſinne,and the more ſhame to be {o bind to that God that is ſo 
kind to us. Ceſar took it very «kindly at the hands of Brutus, 
upon whom he had beſtowed ſo many favours, when he came 
ro {tab him : hat thou my Sonu Brutus! God takes it very un- 
kindly whena Nation upon whom he hath beſtowed great 
mercies,commits great fins, And therfore he expoſtulates with 
the Iews ; What iniquitie have your Fathers found in me, that ._ 
they have gone far from me, &c, Why are your Fathers ſo.un- 
kind ? Neither ſay they,Where is the Lord that brought us up out 
of the land of Egypt?Thus alſo he complains, Ierem, 31. 32.7h 


e : —2*3 
ave broken my covenant alt hough I was a husband uuto them. f: Jer: 31.32» 


1s a ſelf-confounding fin,ts be unkind to a hind God, 


Becauſe evety #ew mercy is 4 nw bl; gation to obedience; azd Reaſon 26 


the more 15 ttm we finagainſt,the more ſhame it is to commit 
the fin. Asto linagainſt a mars Father and Mother,. is a greater 
finne chea ro finne againſt a mans brother and fiter ,. becan(e 
we are more obliged to our parents then.to. our. brethren. an 
afters, He that k/s | 


his Father(Gith Cicero) commits many ſinncs 
11: 


Reaſon +. 


| Reiſ. 2s 


Reaſ, 4 


37. 
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in oneghe kils bim that begat him,and brought him WP, &c. Se 
ro fin againſt God after mercy,is to commir many ling in one x 
It is to Preak as many bonds, and to fin againſt as many ob/ga+ 
18335 as we have received metcies, | | 

Becauſe every new mercy we receivefromGod is a ew talent, 
(for mercies are talents, berrulted with us by God as ſtewards, 
for which we mult give a ſevere & {trict account at the day of 
Judgment )and the mere talents we ſin againſt, the greater is our 
ſin,& the more ſhame to commit it,T o whom much is gruen,of bin 
much ſhall be required. If the man that had bur one ralent,when 
he came to give up his account,was va, 2 & made ſpeech 
les,and bound hazd and foot,and caft into hel fire for not improving 
it . What ſhame and confuſion of face, and how many hels dg 
they delerye that have received not only one, five, or ten, bur 
many hundred calents of mercies,and do not only not improve 
them, bur miſ-improve them to the ſervice of fin and Satan ? 

Becaule to fin after mercy,is a lin of formal anthankefulneſſe ; 
There is materiall unthaykfulneſſe 1n all fin, becauſe every fin is 
committed againſt God that is our(Teator, Preſerver & Redee- 


* mer;bur to ſin againſt mercy,is to be formally unthankfull, Now 


unthankfulneſſe is a fin that wil make any ingenuons man aſha- 
med to be guilty of it. Indeed it isthe Eprtome of al ſin. Ingratuns 
f8 dixerts,ommia dixeris, The who'e duty of man,faith Auguſtine 
conliſts in this. Ut anima non ſit ingrata Deo, to takecare thar 
our ſouls be not unthankful ro God;and therfore ax poſe 
mannegleits the whole duty of may Unthankfulneſſe1s a fin thar 


-2 Tim. 3. I. makes the timzs perilow.lIt is a fin for which God gave over the 
Kom.r. 21. Heathen to a reprobate mind:Becauſe when they knew God,they 


did uot glorifie him as God,but became. unthanzeful,T c.therfore 
Ged gave them np to their own hearts,luſts,& ec, Andif God dealt 
thuswith the Gentiles for inning againſt th: mercies only of crea- 
tion,how ſeverely will he puniſt 14 that ſin againſt. creating mer- 
cies,redeeming mercies,and againſt mercies of all ind4s?For it 1s 4 
certain rule,7 he more mercy we receive from Gad, the greater ts 
the unthankefulneſſe to ſin againſt ſuch a God, The Romans made 
a Law,that ifa after ard free a ſervant from bondage ,and after- 
wards that ſervant proved unthankeful, the Maſter had power to 
re-inſlave hins. The great God hath freed this Nation trom,E+ 
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gypt,ad Babylon, from che Gun-powder Treaſon,and from 
many {laveries. Now if we prove unthankfull atrer all theſe 
mereiss,we may juſtly expect wo be re-iyſlaved, 


Ic is a finne of formall injuſtice; For every deliverance doth Reafe, 5. 


bind over the de/:vered,to the ſervice ef the delrverer , to laith 


the Apolile, Tow are not your own,for you are bought with a price, 1 Cer, 6., 


ther fore glorifie God with your bodies,and with your ſpirits which 
are G:as:and (0 allo, Luk.t. 74. That we being delivered out of 
the hands of our enemies might ſerve hin without f:arin holineſſe 
and righteouſneſſe,&c. Among the Romans the parties delive- 
red, were the ſervants of the deliverers, And therfore to break 
GodsCommandements after deliverance, is to be guilty of the 
horrible ſin of inj#ſtice,Thou art not only #nthauke fell, but un- 
juſt,which is a brand that will confound any mas. 


Iris a fin ſogreat,that God himſelf bands amazed at it, that Reaſ,6. 


any mar fhould be ſo impudent as to commit it,Elay 1.2. Hear O 
ond ive ear O earth, for the Lord hath ſpoken, 1 have 
noxrifſhed and brought up childrev, and they have rebelled againſt 
me;The Oxe knowes his owner,and the Afﬀe his maſters crib, but 
Iſrael doth rot knowmy people do not 6onfider; Abs ſinful Natior, 
4 people laden with iniquity, Cc. This 15 a finne that makes rs 
worſe then the Oxe or taeAſle:A fin that makes a Nation that 
IS Suuiry of it,not only finfull, but laden with iniquity,as an Aſſe 
with a burden. Thus alſo God cals to the Heavens. /erem, 2.1 2; 
Be aſtoniſhed O ye Heavens at this, and be horribly afraid, be je 
very deſolate,ſuith the Lord ; Why,what is the marter ? For my 
people have commitied two evils,t hey have forſiken me the For n= 
tainof living waters,and hewed th:m out ciſteras broken ciſtern, 
that will hold no water, This isa fin that breaks the very heart of 


Ged, and it had need breat owr hearts to commit it. 1 am broken F2K-6-9, 


ſaith God (of his people lirael)for their whoriſh keart, If Gd be 
broken with it,it Hee for _ be broken ale it, 


Ic is a fin ſo great, as that it puts 4 great aggravation upon eve- Reaſe 7. 


ry ſin; It makes the. leaſt fin of us in England, greater then the 
Frome fin of the Hearhens; of the Chriſtians in Germany and 

reland ; yea then the fin of the Devils themſelyes. 
I. Greater thes the ſins of the Heathen, becauſe we fin again 


greater metcy ; Tribulation _ anguiſh upon every ſouls that Rom.2 7» 


doth 
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doth evillfirſt upon the Tew,thin upon the Genile:Why firft . 
hen t 


en the Jew?Becauſe the Jeys received more mercies t 

Gentiles. I may juſtly add, Firft npon the Chriſtian, then upon 
the Jew,then upcn the Gentile, becauſe the ( hriftian hath re- 
ceived more metcy from God, then either Jeyy or Gentile. 


Amo9. 3. 2, Tow on:ly have I known of all the Nations of the earth,therfore 1 


Math 2, 
215 22s 


will puniſh you for all your iniyuities ; becauſe you finne again(t 
wore light,more grace, and therfore your finne is more wngra- 
Hom. 

2. This makes the leaſt ſinne of us in Eng/and greater then 
the greatelt fin of Germanie, or of Irelayd, becauſe God hath 
dealr more mercifully with us,then with them-therforeChriſt 
faith, Wo be to thee Chorazin, wo be to thee Bethſaiaa; for if tho 
mightie works which have bin done in thee, had bin done in Tyre 
andSidon,they would have repented long ago in duſt and aſhes. But 
I ſay unto you.it ſhall be more tollerable forTyre and Sidon at the 
day of judgment,then for you. If Bohemia ws the Palatinate had 
had the mercies and deliverances thatwe have had ehey would 
have repened in duſt and aſhes, therfore ir ſha!l be eafier for 
them ar the day of judgment then for us. And thou Caperngum 
which haſt bin exalted to h:aven, ſhalt be brought down to Hell, 
&c.God hath lifted us up in mercies to heayen ; therefore we 
mult look for the /oweſ# hel/,if we abuſe them, 

3, This makes the fins of England greater then the finne 
ofthe Divels,though not ſimply,yet in three reſpects : 

I. The Devils never ſinned againſt the bloud of Lefus (brift ; 
Ckriſt never dyed for them, but he dyed for us. For,verily he 


Heb. 2. 16, took not on him the natnre ef Angels, but he took on kim the 


ſeed of Abraham. 

2. The Devils never ſinned againſt Gods patience. God was 
not patient towards them, but as ſoon as ever they finned, he 
calt them into Hell.” Dem non expeltabat Angelos, as Bernard 
faith : but we fin againſt the blood of Chriſt, and the patience 
— an of God, which is yery great towards man= 
kind. | 

.The Devils never ſinmed agai example.For they, were 
the firft chat rob pe wore, made op oder - bue wee 
haye had divers examples of Gods wrath againſt Sinne, = 
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example of the Devils, and of the puniſhment of the old 
world, of Sodom and Gomorrah,and many hundred ſuch 
likeand yer we fin notwithſtanding all theſe examples.In 
theſe three reipects, to ſinne againit the mercies of God is 
more then diabolicall. ; 

It 1s a ſis that rakes away all excuſe, and will fo confound 
a manact the day of Judgement , that ic will make him 
ſpeechlefle, . - 

This is excellently ſo out in the g. chap. of Ezra, ver. 
6,7»8,9.10. O my God, ſaith Ezra, [ am aſbamed and 61nſb 
to lift up my face to thee,O my God: for our iniquities are in- 
creaſed over onr heads, c.For we were Bondmen,yet our God 
hath not forſaken us in our bondage,but hath extended mercy 
to 5, ©O'c. And now O our God, what (hall we ſay after this ? 
for we have forſaken thy Commandements Nhat exculc ſhal 
we bring ? Whacr ſhift ſhall we plead ? What ſhall we ay? 
That is, we have nothing 20 lay. This interrogation # an 
emphathicall negation, Had I not come unto you , ſaith 
( briſt,ze had had no ſire, but now ye have xo excuſe. Had 
not G OD ſhewn ſuch mercies to England, it might have 
had ſome Apologie to plead for its contempt of the Go- 
{pell,for its pride,for ics adultery, and drunkenneſſe, bur 
now 1t hath no excuſe. To finne after mercy (huts up all de- 

fence. What ſb.ill we ſay after this,O oxr God? for wee have 
forſaken thy Commandement 1. * 


This Doctrine is a blache bill of tndiftlment again 

all thoſe that arc nat aſhamed to ſinne againſt © O D, 
wtwithſtanding the mercies they hwve received from God, 
G O D. hath done mighty things for this Nation , 
hze hath heaped Deliverance upon Deliverance ; Wee 
have had more delrverances then there ave ( ommandements. 
And- yet notwithſtanding are there not many of us, 
that finne in the mid'ſt of mercies ? Thar are like the 
Horſe and «Mule that have no wnderfanding ? Plalm 3 2. 
As a Hork the —_— is pampered, the _ 
2 CAS 


Reaſon & 


oe 1, 


Deut. 32.6. 


Pl:l,r66. 7. 
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kicks againſt the Rider ; ſo there are many,che more they 
are fed to the full with mercy , the more they rebe{l a- 
gainkt che God chat feeds them ; Like unto the thick va- 
pours, Which are firſt exhaled by the Sunne,and afterwards 
when they come into the Aire,[top the light of the Suze 
from ſhining upon us. There are many ſuch vapors whom 
Gd hath exalted, and lified up in konoxr above others,that 
make no other ule of their h9u9#r , but to darken the glory 
of God, andto hinder the light of God from ſhining upon 
us, Let Conſcience ſpeak , Are: we not as proud, as 
coyetous, as blaſphemovs, as adulcerous, as ungodly, ag 
eyer, notwithftanding all that God hath done for us ? 
May I not fay to youas Moſes tothe Iſraelites; Do yee 
thus require the Lord, O yee fooliſh people and unwiſe? Is 
not he thy Father that bought thee ? Hath he nor made 
thee, and eſtabliſhed thee ? Is not hee the God that hath 
multiplyed mercies upon us ? The Lord humble us this day 
for thus finne, | 

There ate divers ſort of men come nnder this Re. 

roof. 
F x . Shchas fin notwithſtanding mMericies. 

2. Such as flane under mcrcies, al the ſame time when 
God is ſhewing mercy unto them.Of theſe David ſpeaks, 
Owr Pathers underſtood not thy wonders in Egypt , they 
remembred not the multitude of thy Mercies , but pro= 
vohed bim at the Sea, yea even at the Red Sed, This was 
a great aggravation, They ſinned ar the yery place where 
they weredelivered , and at the very time whenthey 
were delivered, at the Sca,even the Re1 Sea: And as it 1s 


Plal,ro6.13 atthe 13. verie, They ſoon forgat his workes:: the word in 


theHebrew is,they made haſte to forger his works.This is - 


our condition: God hath bronght us intothe ſchoole of mer- 
cy,butare there not many among us that turn this ſchoo/ of 
warcy into the ſch1ol of iniquity? that remain irreformable 
ina year of Reformation , that net onely hate to be re- 
formed, but bate the very Reformatian it ſelf ? that ſinne 
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wander mercies , even under mercies ? 
| 3+ Suchas ſure withthe rein of God , that like the 
Spi ck poyſon ont of thoſe flowers ont of which a Bee 
Fay Fl Ti ar ſuck their damnation out of thoſe 
metcies, out. of which the: godly ſuck their falvation, 
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that make a goldeg ( alf of the jewels of mercie.and ſacrifice 


their ſonnes and daughters nnto Devils; that rr» th? grace 
of God into wantonneſſe; that improve their honours, lear- 
ming, wealth, parts, to make themſelves more active to fin 
azainſt God , to be [genioſe nequan furund:, ſed mals pub- 
lice, As Bajil ſaith of Eve, That God gave her to be a hel. 


per ro Adam , and made her of the rib of Adam , bur the 


Devill took this rib, and made a Dart of it , and with this 
dart (hot at Adams heart, and wornded him to death , Per 
coſtam petit cor : ſo God hath beſtowed metcies upon us 
to help us coſerve him more chearfully , more liberally, 
but there are many that phy the Devils part, and 
that take theſe mercies, and make. darts of then to 
ſhoot againſt God, and his cauſe : Nox hos queſitum mute 
214 intſu, | 

There are thonſands in the world that are worſer for 
the mercies they receive from God,that are like unto a dung 
hill, the more the Smnne of mercie ſhines upon them,the more 
they ftink, and putrifie in all ſuxe, And as the clay is 
hardened by the Surmes ſhining upon it, ſo there are 
many , the more health , the more wealth, the more ho- 
nour, the more mercie they receive from God, the more 
they harden their hearcs againſt God, like Eliestwo ſors, 
the kindlier their Father dealt with them,the worſer they 
Were ; like Abſalom, that as ſoon as eyer his Father 1e- 
ceived him into Terwſalem , then he began.to conſpire a- 


gainlt him, Of cheſe Devid ſpeakes , Becauſe there are no D (1. 


changes in their lives , therefore they = ot God , becauſe 

they meec with no crofles ; and P 

Beeanſe they are not plagued like other mes , therefore pride 

rempaſſeth them about 44 4 chain, they have cds 
cart 
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heart can wiſb,there fore they ſpeak wickgdly and leftily, and 
ſet their\ mouths againſt the Heavens, Te. hke Disnyfs , 
that becaule he preſpeced in his. . Voyage by - Sea ., after 
he had rob>ed the Temple , boaſtedandiaid, Behold bow 
th: Gods love Sacriledge. I beleech you ( tight Hoftou- 

| rabie ) ler us examin2 whether wee be not guilty. of 
cheie !mnes, fer they are ſuch finnes wiuch we are all ve- 
ry prone to commit. Hezekiah thovgh a good King, ye. 
he ſinned after mercie ; when he was recovered of tus 

ſicknelle, 4x heart was lifted up with pride. Lots wife ab - 
: + 2 (©r0n-36- ſpas ſoon as ever the was delivered out of Sodows, began 
=” 32s to apoſtatize,Nay Lot himelf after he had received ſo great 
a mercy,and had een to fearfull a judgment, yet when hee 


he never did while he was in Sodom. And Ngaballo when 
hecame out of the Arke was made drunk,which he never 
was when he lived among the wicked in the old World, 
And Ty alſo, when deliyered from all his m—_—— 
ul. 20. 6, he ſaid 1n his proſperity he ſhould never be moved, n 
24.3 hey with f yr ard pena Uriah. And therefore 
if we be guilty of this ſin,ler us be deeply humbled for it be- 
fore the Lord this day, 


There 1s rt finne that doth more provoke God to an. 

ger,or ſooner cauſe him to deſtroy a Nation , and to de- 

{troy-1t ucrerly, then this finne : To finme after mercie, nu- 

der mercie, and with mercies. Soitis ſaid, Ezra 9.1 3,14. 

"9 Seeing thos O God haſt grven ſuch a deBtverancc as this , 
* ſhonla we again breake thy ( ommandemonts , and joyn in 
affinitie with the people of theſe abominations ? wonldſt thou 

not bee angrie with ws, till thow hadft conſumed us , ſo that 

there (honld be wo remnant nox eſcaping ? To fin after mer- 

| cy# and with mercy, procures #niverſal and atrer de- 
Prov. 1: 24. firuRtion. Becanſe 7 called, and ye _—_ I have ſftresch= 
ed out my hand, 'and no man regarded , I atſo will langh 
at your calamitie, [ will mocke when your fear ——— 


came to Zoar he was drunk,and commirred incelt, which 
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God is never more angry then when he laughs, Qued Dems 
loquitar cum riſu, id tu leg as fletw, Wes have never more cauſe 
ro weepe, then when GOD _ Zachary 7. 1 3, 14. There« 
fore it is come to paſſe, that as he cryed and they would not heave, 
ſo they cryed and I would not heare , ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
but ſcattered them with a Whirl-wind among all the 
Nations whom they knew not - thus the Land was deſolate after 
them, | | 
There are divers reaſons ( befides the reaſons before na- 
med ) why this finne (to finne with the mercies of GO D ) 
ſhould be ſuch a God-provoking, ſuch a Lard- deſtroying finne , 
which I the rather mention , that they may bee forcible 
= aj co Humuliation , which is the proper work of this 
ay. 


owed upon England,purpoſely to ſerve God withall,that to abuſe 
ps the a. ſervice of erat = be a God-provoking fin: ge 
theſe rules in Divinity are yery'clear ; 

* 

The preater the perſon is we in againſt,the greater the ſin ; 
as to offer anaffront ro a Kivg,is a greater offence then to in- 
jure a common Gentleman, 

2 

The better the perſon is againſt whom we finne, and the 
more good we expett from him, or have received from him , or 
the more need we have of him, the greater is the offence to offer 
wrong #nto him, Now metcy is the greateſt and chiefeſt of 
Gods attributes. In themſelves GODS attribures are all equall, 
bur in regard of our neceſſities, as Oyle fvimmes above a!l 
other Liquors , as the Eagle isthe chief of Birds, the Lyon 
of Beaſts, gold of Metals, ſo mercie is the chief of all 
GODS attributes, and therefore ro finne with mercy mult 
needs be a horrible finne. Mercie is an Artribate that wee 
all and in med of ; the beſt ofmen need mercie, as well 
as the worſt of men. Mercie is the beſt Friend wee have, and 
indeed the onely Friend is GODS boſome toplead for ms,it is he 

oue -Þ 


Becauſe mercie in it ſelf is ſo rare and excellent a jewell, be- Reaſon 1, * 


| Reaſon So 


ſennes, 
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ondly. Orator , and Embaſſador to intercede for us, ic is the. 
onely fiery ( hariot to carry us up to Heavey., When juſtice 
pleads againſt us ar Gods barre,we have no refvge but tohis 
wi cherfor2 to.abule lo dear @ Friend as «Mercy, 
and fo great 4 Friend 4s Mercy,and fuch a precious Priend, and 
{ach a nzceſſzry Friend,muſt need; make us aſhamed, ifnor paſ 
ſhame,and muſt needs provoke God to anger,though he be full 
of mercy ; eſpecially it we confider the ſuperlative mercies that 
God hath i ay upon England, for this is another rule in - 
Divinity : The more elevated, and the more diſtinguiſhing any 
mercy is , the greater the ſinne,to abuſe it to ſinue. Corruptio 


opting peſſima , the beſt things abuſed , prove the worſt 


Becauſe he that funes with the mercies of God, fights again 
God with his ovwn vveapons, which mnlt KE/s of on 
Suppoſe a man ſhould come into a Smiths ſhop, and take up 
the Smiths own Hammer, ani knock him on the head, this 
were to commit a double finns , not cnn co kill the Smith, 
bur to kill him with his own Hammer, Such a double finne are 
they guilty of, with the more wit they have, the more they 
plot againtt God , and, the more health, and honour , and 
wealth , the more they deſpiſe God and his Commande- 
ments,with their wealth and honour. If a Chirurgeon ſhould 
freely beſtow pains and charge tocure a man of a {ame hand , 
and he ſhould as ſoon as ever he is cured kill this Chicurgion 
with his cured hand,this were a horrible ingratitude,and a pro- 
yoking ſinne, | 

Thus do they , that when they are delivered from fick- 
nefſe, and made whole , fall preſently to finning again God 
with their health,This finne is fo great, that the Apoſtle cryes 
out , Shall I take the members of ( hriſt , ani'make then the 
members of an Harlet ? God forbid: the word in the Syriak is, 


God forgive : God forbid, God forgive, I ſhould be fo vile and 


wicked. 


Pecan 
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" Beeaniſe he 1har femeth with the mercies of Grd turres the greateſs Real. 3 
good into the greateſt #531, and brings Harkntſſe owe of Tight, whith tr 

a works proper to the Devill, It is Gods wotke to bring light out of 

darkneſſe, good ont of evill, but it is the Devils works tobring evil 

out of good, Now toinne with Gods mercies is to bring the grear- 

oft evill owt of 3he greateſt good Tobring the darkneſſe of ſinne 

out of the light of mercy. - It is to a a Devil, which Go p 

muſt needs abhorre, and which will certainely bring us to the De- P 
vil 0 ſinne with mercy 1 to make werey to be our adverſay, Andif Reaf. 4. 
mercy plead againſt a Nation, then looke for ſpeedy deſtruQtion. 

e Mercy is our beſt friend (as you have heard) but when weſinne - 
againſt it, we tutne our chiefeft friend into onr bittereft enemy, and oY 
mercy it ſelfe eryestoGel agamſt us, and the cry of mercy cryes * 
lowder againſt us thatt the eryof juſtice. As poyſen when it #4 mingled 
With ſweet Wine, the Wine puts ſtrength into the poy/on, and makes it 
more powerfull : fo the ſweet mercies of God, they are mingled 
with our fins, pur frength into our ſins, and make them more power- 
full to deſtroy #8.” In the tenth of 7wdges 11. God b ings inhis , 
deliverances to plcad againſt the people of Z/rael. Did nor I de- Tudg 10.1 I 
liver you from the AE gyptians, and from the « Amorites, and from 

the Children of « Awamon, and from the Philiftines, the Zidonians 

alſo and the Anmalekites * &c. Tet you have forſaken me, therefore 

I will deliver yow'm more. Whrn juſtice pleads againſt a Nation, 

there is mercy to fly nnto : but if mercy (becaule it 1s abuſed to fin) 

become onr enemy, thete is no way but ever/: ſting rwine, 

To ſinne with the'7#re and choyce mercies of God (ſuchas the rez/;, 
mercics of Enp/arnd arc) # a ſinne of ſuth tranſcendent unkind. * 
neſſe, a3 that Godcannot but deffroy ſuch a Perſon, or ſuch a Nati 
on that is guilt ! of it, When David was uſed unkindly by Nadal, 
upon whom hee had beſtowed many cmteſies, how did this un- 
kindnefſe provoke Davidtoanger ? inſo much as he ſ2id, S#rety 
in viire have I kept all that this fellow hath in the Wilderneſſe, ſo that | 
nothing was miſſing of all that appertaingd unto him, and he hath ye- 
quired me evill for good : ſo,and more alſo doe God wnto the enemies of 
David, if 1 leave of all t! at pertaine to him by the morning light, ' 
any that piſſeth again? the Wall. Thus is Sint Jehovah eata- © _— 
ged when wee finnewith ## favonrs;" G "1 ay, m"_ i: 


_ 


2:Sam- 10. 


Ier. $i+3, 


Fatt24 13, Wiſe ſaid, Ezekiel. 24. vcr. 13. Becanſe I have parged thee and. 
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have I adorned thee with all the Tewels of my mercy, which thou 
45 4 ſwine haſt trampled under thy feet. Tn vaine have I given thee 
learning, and riches, and my Geſpell, &c, for thon ha## requited 
mee evill ſar good, therefore in deftroying I Will certainely deftroy 
thee. | | 

Thus alſo wereade in the.2 Sam.10. When Davidſent a kind 
Embaſlage to King Harun, to comfort him after kis fathers death, 
and he deſpiſed rk abufed the meſſengers, ſhaving of the one halfe 


of their beards, and cutting off thiir garments in the middle, &&e., 


this did fo farre incenſe David, as it made him deſtroy them all af- 
fer arigid manner, Gods mercies are likg Davids meſſengers me([a- 
ges of Jave, God lookes we thould improve theſe hh atk to his 
elory, . But if we deſpiſe them, and abuſe him with them he will 
utterly deſtroy us. O. conſider this, you that forget God, Tow that 
underoalne his mercies, Tow that contemne his mercies. Ton that ſinne 
with ba mercies | How angry was ( brift with Peter, becauſe hee 
would nat ſaffer him to Waſh bus feete ? he ſeemes to.'be more angry 
with bum then when hee denyed him, becauſe hee refuſed an at of 
Chrilts love, Chriſt tooke 1t unkindly, at Perers hands. When 


Ged comes 2 /ove.to us,. and offers to waſh us, and to reforme us, 


it werefuſe to be waſhed, and chooſe rather to wallow in the mire 
of [n 1nd ſuperſtition, this will provoke God more than if we did 


fatly deny lum. We Wenld have healed Babylon, but ſhe is not hea- 


led, forſaks her, and let #s goe every one into his owne Conntrey, for 
her judgement reach#th unto heaven, aud u lifted up even to the skies. 
Which words tell us. That thoſe that firme With mercies, ſhall be 
lifted. up as kigh-in judgment as they are inmercy. Thus it is like- 


thou waſt not purged, thou ſhalt not bee purged fromthy filthineſſe 


any more till I have cauſed my fury to reſt upon thee, Oh that the. 


LO R D: Would give u« hearts to lay theſe things to heart ? Oh |ct 
vs. bee aſhamed and confounded, aſhamed, and athamed,.that 


ever wee have-finned , after mercies, under mercies, and With 


mercies, 


And indeed when. I confider ſeriouſly how the mercies of England. 


are abuſed by England, | am poſſefled with exceeding great teare, 
leaſt all our mercies ſhould bee but forermners of ſome greater Mis 
ſeries, and all our pre/ervations, reſervatiens to ſome Crever de- 


Cu OBS 


Tu HE Boaorss 


for our ſinnes againſt mercy, that God may continuetus delive- 
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firuQion, For though the times are changed, yet our people are not 
changed thongh the times be better, yet the men that live i in theſe 
rimes are not better 
- The Sodenites were delivered by c Abraham, out becaule they fin- geacks 14. 
an foe their deliverance, their preſervation was but a reſervation, 

eater deſtruRion by fire and brimſtone. Lots Wife was de- 
a: out of Sodom, but <dt>? ſhe looked backe towards Sodom, 
her preſervation was but 4 reſervation to b2 turned to a pillar of {alt. 
Pharaeb was often delivercd by the prayer of loſes, but becauſe 
hee hardned his heart after deliverance, his preſerCation was but a 
reſervation, till he was drowned in the Red Sea. The people of 1/- 
racl had deliverance upon deliverance, but becauſe they conti 
to ſin after deliverance ; God at laſt deftroyed them with a 
deſtru&ion, "The Lord open our eyes to confider theſe , and 
to be confounded and aſhamed for our evill doings,and to loath our 
ſelves, for our former abominations,and to be humbled exceedingly 


rances to us,and onr poſterity after us as long as the Sun and Moone 


endureth. 
God bath done ſuch rare things freely for this Nation. Let ——_ 

be exhorted to ſubſcribe to the obedience of 1his Text, and not only ſe 
w: humbled for Err is paſt, but aſhamed and confounded for the time 
to come, to: fin Willingly againſt ſo merciful a God, Letanargu- 
ment from mercy prevaile with you. It is a great objetion again?? 
ſome kinde Preachers, that they __ ach nothing but Hell and daw- 
xation. This Objeaion cannot bee brought 2gainſt ne thisday. 
Behold I'come with an Olive branch of peace in my month. 1 
come as a Barnabas, not as a Boanerges, as 4 Miniſter of the 
Goſpell, all ipptrrelled with rich mercy. It is a great mercy 
that wee bande: mercies to breake our hearts Withall, What would 
GERM AN IE giveif they had theſe mercies? What would 
IRELAND. doeforG od, if they had theſe mercies? Olct 
mercy melt us. This was Nathans argument to D avid, T has ſaith 
the Lord God of Iſrael, 1 a 7 King over Iſrael anddeli- * ny 
vered at ont of the _— ave Fon thy matters houſe 
P the war Tc pirach, 4 of poo rag that had beene too little, 

yiven nts thee LS and ſuch things 
wry there y haſt then def wrt wn the (ommandement of the Lord to 5 
F 2 


evill 
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: 3 Sam. 9. 
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zobt : Thoy, for whom.1 have doge lo mych #- Where- 
"fore haſt thow deſpiled the commandement:of the Lord, This. 


evilinhy fi 


tnade David cry out, [have finned againſt the Lard. Me thinks 
T heare God ſaying unto us here preſent, {have delivered. you from 
many dangers, I have recovered you from many ſickxeſſes, have hea- 
ped many favours upon you, and if this had not beene enongh,T would 
have done ſuch and ſuch things, Wherefore have. you; rebelled againit 
me ? O\ that this might aftc& gur hearts. Oblerve how-Davids 
Mercy wrought-upon Saxl,1Sam.24.16,1 7,18 David bad 
 Saxl at an advantage, & ſpared him when he might hayedeſtroyed 
him, this did ſo worke upon Sax, that he lift wp his verca ond Wepr, 
cc. Nothing ever moved Saw/ſo much,agthe kinduefſcof David 


towards him. | = rt 

So when weconſider how neare we have beeneto deſtruction, 
and how often God hath ſpared us, when he might have deſtroyed 
us ; ket us lift up our voyces and weepe for our ſinnes againſt fach a 
God. Obſerve how. Mephiboſreth was affeRed with Davide mer- 
cic,in 2 $:9.9, David had cauſs to be rexgngeOUPo the houſe of 
Saul, but hee freely ſhewed kindneſle to CMephi 


oſpeth, any C 
him all his fathers l«nds, and cauſing him to eate breatlat huT able 


caninngly. And this Mere did fo. melt his keart,that he cryes out, 
What i thy ſervant, that thou, ſhomldeFt looks upon ſuch a dead Dog 
as Im? O ct the contemplationof Godslove towards usmakeo 
gs to loath ouwr ſelves for our abominations, and ſay, #hat am:Z,a 
dead, Dogge, an impure Swine, au. uncleane Leper, that the Lerd 
my god ſboyld doe ſo much for me ! Beloved in the Lord, itismy: 
comfort that. I preach this day to thoſe that are Noble ard imgenu- 
ous, My humble ſuite is, That yau would appexrety be ſuch in» 
deed and in truth, An ingennous ſpirit 45 more-wrought upon by 
lave, than feare, This F might have becne in blond,'the:Land 
might have beenc in contuſion this day. Let the go God 
arive.youto &* orrEN Let the love of Jeſus Chriſt oanftraine you. 
:0 otedience. There is a conſtraining power in love: Though aſtub+: 
borne and, ſlaviſh ſpirit is mo: e wrought upon-by judgments.thar: 
mercies ; yet a graciqusand godly heart is moig wrought upon by 
mercies ths judy 

qworks more power fully, move. kindly, mar e inwardly: 

of 
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ements.. And.indeedih.its owne natixe, CAdexcy: 


| 
4 

+ 7 
ft 
ey 
Þ a9 


WE”, ed 


- w* Tk &s 
5 ana” ts. aa a or, 


before the Hondurable Houſe of Commons. 37 


'F, Mt oy | es more power fel 'y than jual ements, And there- Rom- x 2-16 
Now - reopen : 


fore the Af by the mercies of God; he doth 


not- fay; P'beſeech you by the" jmilgenrents of God + And in2 Cor,7.2. » Cory. 


Havitg theft promiſes, let\ us eleanſe our ſelves from all the defile- 
Tents Qrhef fieſh and ſpirit. He doth not ſay, having theſe threat- 
nings, let us cleanſe our ſelves, 0. Leta Cart loaded goe over a Ri- 
ver frozen With Tee, the Cart breakes the /ee, but it remaines 7ce 
fil; butlet the fon ſhinenpon the River; andit will melt the ce; 
and diſſolve it into water, fo asnothinig of the /ce ſhall remaine. 
The jadgements of God may breake a hard heart, but it will te- 
maine hard {tifl, as # Rocke broken in peeces remainesa Rocke ; 
But the Sun-ſhine of 'Gods Merey, and the conſideration'of Gods 
have to us in Chriſt will breake the heart to powdery and'make it 
not onely'a broken heart, but a ſoft 4nd contrite heart. Have you 
not ſcene a Maletactor at his condemnation and place of execution, . 
when: wichout hope of mercy, carrying himſelf: deſperately; and 
obdurately in finne, and afterwards, when informed that there was - 
a pardon provided for him;hath bin exetedingly melted and broken 
in heart, at the conſideration of the'gracioulaeſle of the King to- 
wards him.” 2 | 
2. Mercy Workes more kindly and ſweetly than judgements; As a 
thicke Clond that melted by the Suns Piningupon it diftilles downe 
{weetly into # fruitful ſhowre, bit the c/owd that is broken with a 
thunder-bolt” miake$'a mighty cracke, and'teares the c/oud in peeces : 
So the mercies of the Gofpelldoe kindly worke upon the heart 
opening 11, 44.it did the heat of Lydia, and ſweetly melting it into 
O_—_ _ no — manner” : But was thunder, 
olt of- Gods judgments makesyn «: the anla hearts quake 
4: it did upon the Caolew; Fills 16, As thebluſtering windss teare 
np the Trees by the roots's Sodoe the jyfgements df Go » rend 
_ teare'the heart quite in-pieces, but mercies will kindly dif- - 
olve itt 13 5 4:7 7 «NY " LIES 444 | 
3. Mercier will work mort inwardly. Takea pieceof Gold;beateit - 
with a hammer never fo-much,and yet youſhall neverfeparaee the 
drofſe from the Gold by beating of it, butputtheGold'intothe 
furnace, and the fire will ſeparate the droſle/from jt. The ham- 
mcerof the Law will batter and bruiſe thedonle, but thedrofle lil 
remaines1n it ; butthe fre of the Goſpel], A of Gods love 
| 3. 


ww 
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will ſeparate amanand his laſts, and purge out the filth that is. in- 
wardly got into the ſoule. The Sunn by its hot beames made the 
T -aveller, (Asit is inthe Fable) puz.off bs (loke, whenthe blu- 
Perins winde made him gird his Cloke. fafter aboxt him. Thus you 
ſee how mercy workes more powerfully.,, more kindly, more in- 
Wardly. Oh that it might appeare in our hearts this day, that this 
doctrine that I preach, is true. I reade that Cefer upona certaine 
time with a book in his hand was hearing of Cicero pleading,.and 
was {@ taken with his eloquence and liſtened fo attentively, that he 
let fall bis booke, _ _ 

Oh that the Lord would ſo affe& you withthe conſideration of 
Englands mercics, that your {ins may fall away from you, as (e/ars 
bocke didfrombim. That youthat write, nay blot your bookes 
with-your tearcs, and you that looke upon mec may looke with 
tearcs 1n your eyes, Let us ſhed penitent teares r4# day for the ins 
| of many yeares. 

Let us ſtudy the duty. of this Text,let us be aſhamed and aſham d 
for- our ſinnes. There be many men, faith Chry/ſoFome, That arc 
aſnamed of, what they ſhould not be afoamed, and not aſhamed, of whas 
they ſhould bee aſhamed : are aſhamed to confeſſe their ſinxes, but 
not to at} their ſinner, not aſhamed to bee ſcene at 4 Play houſe, 
but aſhamed.to bee ſeeve at GOD S, Houſe wpon 4 Weeke day , 
aſhamed of Cu 1 $ T and hiscauſe, 'aſhamed to bee accoun- 
ted preciſe, but not alhamed to bec Wicked and wngod/y. And as 


the ſame Author faith, Many men arc wor «ſbamed to ſinne, but 


aſhamed to bee knowne fo ſoune, not aſhamed to commit adu [te- 
rie, but to bee knowne to-commit it,. not aſhamed to, bee, fan- 
nets but to bee called: fimners, not aſhamed tobee corctous,but 
aſhamed to bee called covetous: , This ſhame comes from the De- 


vill, and Will bring #s togfe Devil Let us pitch thea&uponthe 
right objeR: Let us beat of our cvill (and not of our good) 


doings. Shame is the dawghrer of (in. If there had not beene fin, 


there never, had beene any ſhame... - But God hath appointed che 
daughter to devoure the mother, As the Worms eates up the tree that 
bredit, {o let thame devourefinne, - There is no creature capable of 
ſham « but an. Bruit beaſtsare capable of feare and ſorrow, but 
a. of ſhame; Go. p. forbid -any,.here preſent ſhzuld bee fo 
brutiſh as. to bee paſt ſhame. - To finn 


eand uct to. veal, 
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of it, is Limeninferni, the next doore to damnation. The heathen 
hath a.ſaying, Erubait, ſalva res eff. As long as there is ſhame 
there is hope» O let us be confounded and alhamed, and let mere 
cy bee. the -5awife to bring forth this ſhame and ſorrow, The ... . 
Apoſtle commands us, T hat if our enemies hunger, We ſhouli feed Rom. 1 :.26 
them, if they thirf Wee ſhould give them bink., and. in ſo dring 

we ſhall beape coales of fire upon their heads, The meaning is. Tha: 
this mercy will bee like a #eape of hot (oales, cither to melt their 
hearts and wake them our friends, or if they perfilt in their en- 
mity, to adde fewell to their torments in Hell, God hath Hea- 
ped many hot ( oales of fire upon owr le. ds, Ch let this fire burne 
up our droſſe, and melt our bard hearts, leaſt if Wee continge obſti= 
nate, theſe ( oales of fire ſerve to adde to or burning in Hell.” I read 
in the ninth of Daxiel : When Daniel law that the time was 
come whercin Go Þ had. promiſed to deliver SR AE Lou 
of Bakylon, this mercy made him faſf, and mourve, and confe ſe 
bis ſinnes with ſhame and confuſion of f:ce, Gr. Wee hope the time 
is com, yea the ſet time, whereln (; o p+ intends ts ſhew mercy 
to England. Olct us pray, and mourne, and weep, and take ſhame 
for our icarlet abominations. | | | 


Dan- 9. 


If we were ſure that God would perte&t what hee hath begun 4 fed. 
and conſummate our hopes this would miglitily diflwade us trom 
ever ſinning againſt God. - | 


It is an argument ſufficient that't' ere ua poſſibilitr, though not eAnſw, 
a certainty. This was enough to worke upon the Vin: ites : 
Let ws cry mightily to God, and every man tarne from his evill __y = 
way. Who can tell if G O.D. Will turns, and repent, 5c ? Who 
knowes but that Go p may reare us upaglorious Cyunc ns? 
Ezra blefles (50d, that hee had given them a little reviving in their Ezma g. 19. 
bondage. Wee mult doe as the ſervants of Benhadad: Bekol1 
lay they ) Wee lave heard that the Kinzs of Iſrael are mercifull ' Kings 20: 
ings, tet us put ſacke-cloth upon our loynes ; , and ropes upon * Of 
our heads, peraduenture hee Will ſave thy ife, &C. nd '\\ hen 
they came to the King, they dd diligently obſerve Whither any thing + 
vv ould come. from him, aud dia haftily catch at ir, &c, So muſt we 
diligently cbſerve and catch at the very firſt appearance of mercy, . 
and lay hold upon the very fwſt opportunity, I reade : Zach.4. 1 ol Zach. 1-10.) 
| = W:0 
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If, &e. "TA 
Wee Miniſters preach What God'in Lis ordinary. way #4 wont t6 


| / 


Who hath deſpiſed the day of ſmall rlings ? The Prophet ſpeakes of 
the rebuilding of Peraſalem, which at the firſt was fo final, that 
Santallat Tobiah, and the reſt of the enemies of Gods Church 
laughed them to ſcorne and faid, hat doe theſe feeble ſewers, wilt 
they frtifie themſelves ? Will they make an end in a day ? Will they 


 . vevive the ſtones ont of the keapes of the rubbiſh which are burnt ? 


even that Which they build, if a Fox come up, hee ſhall even breake 
downe their ſtone wall, 6, Yet notwithſtanding they did goe on, 
and build, and fimſh the worke, and all the »2wntaines of oppoſition 
became a plaine before them; And therefore let us not deſpile the 
day. of ſmall things. It is with the friends of the Church, as 
wth the enemies of the Church, when the Churches enemies be- 


SIN to fall before Gods people, they ſhall certainely fall; As Ha- 


ways Wile mentold him, /f ordecai be of the ſeed of the ewes 


bef, ore whom thou haſt begun to Fas thou ſhalt not prer-atle arainſ 
hizy, but ſoalt ſurely fall before him, (Mark thoſe words, If he be 
Of the ſeed of the /exes, that is,of the 25277 of God.) And when 
they fall, they fall by degrees, 2s it is, Exoe. 14, Firlt, 'God"trox- 
bled the /Egyptians,then he took off their wheeles from th ir ("t ariots, 


then hee drowned them in the Red Sea, Soitis with the friends of 


the Church. If they begin to rife before the enemies of the 
Church, they ſhall certainely riſe, and bee advanced higher and 
higher. And therefore when a little crevice of light genres, 
when-God doth but begin to looke towards us, as hee did upon 
Peter, let us weepe bitterly that ever we fhiouldfinne againſt fuch 


| a God. WhenaCartisina quagmire, if tne Horſes finde itxc>m- 


ming they will pull the harder. (od is now drawing neare to us in 


mercy, we haveteene ina azepe quagmire, like Jeremy in his Dun- 


geon, and God is beginning to | fc us out, * O'let the free 
mercy of God and his unparalleld love breake our hearts for, and 


from ſinne. 


If this be true, Thenall our Miniſters will be found lyars,for they 
have prophelicd the certaine ruine and defolation of England. - 
Jonah was nolyar when hepreached, Tet forty dajerand\NJ- 
NIVEMH ſpl be defbroyed, tecaute hee was to bee underſtood 
conditionally, Soare all our threatnings to beunderſtood with an, 


doe, | 


before the Honourable Houſe of Commons. #1 
dee, and what God in his wor hath threataed't6a/Nation guilty 
of ſuch finnes as ours are, Bat God hath dealt with England nor 
according to bus ordinary rule, but according to his Prerogative. 
England (it T may to ipeake with reverence.) 1s a Paradox to the 
Bible, The Bible tells us what ſins will make a Nation ripe for 
deſtruction, and wee finde thele fins in our Nation, Bur1t God 
will leave hus ordinary roade, and exceptus from the generall rute 
and miraculoutly ſave us by Prerogative, and free grace, who can 
-hindex a'free agent 2 This 18 a rare at of his Prerogative,and the 
more mercy there is in it, the more ewght we to be confounded far our 
aprſtaſies, wboredoms abominations and rebellions againſt thu God. 
Men brechren and fathers, If all that I have ſaid this day will 
not work upon your hearts give me leave toname ſome other kind 
of mercies urtoyou, Forl amall for mercy this day. 
1.Confider, What 4 wercy it is for God to make you men,when he 
might have made you toades, I doubt nortbut you have heard the 
ſtory of the two Biſhops, thar being riding ts the Councel of ('9n- 
ftance,& eſpying by the way a poore Country man weeping,rurn= 
ed towarc's him and asked him,why be wept ?he anſwered, [ weep to 
ſee this toad (that lay upon the ground betore him) becauſe 7 never 
ble fſed God ſufficiently, for that he male we «man; and not a toade. 
This anfwer made them go away aſtoniſhed and aſhamed, for their 
own unthankfulneſle, And it may jultly work the like effeXt in us. 
+ 2+ Conſider, What a meycy ot is to bee not onely a man, But 4 
rich man, a Gentleman,Knight or Lord, &c. there are none here, 
but ſuch whom God hath hfted'up above thouſands in outward 
mercies;" What a ſhame is it for a poore Cobler to doe more ſer- 
vice for God,” then it may be ſome of you doe, that havereceaved 
ſo much frem God, . May not Chrilt ſay to you as hee did to the 
Jewey? Fhave done many great works among you, for which of rheſe 
#0 you lone me? Thavedone many gfeat things for you,” / bave 
yives you bgalth, wealth, credit, wit, and honour and for which of 
theſe is it that thou blaſpbemeſt my name, and deſpiſeſt my Sab- 
baths and reſuſe#t to obey my Commandements * \t is ſaid of Hel6o- 
Fabdlus chat he provig a bikes halters rohang himſelte-withal,and 
Wes of ſweet water to drowne himſelte w oi. popſons to 
/ox himſelt withall. © ler ror your honoars and riches, : cr. be 
Jilken halterf to firangle your (onles he not your pleaſares bee 
$4 | I 


ponds 


Rom,2. 
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ponds of [weet water to drowniyaur ſoules !let nat your prefer ments 
bee gilded epſon to poyſen your ſonles !: Say as Nabai, did:(but 
in abetter ſence)/bal 1 take my health which Ged\hath giumane to 
fin againſt my God with it?God farbid,Shal J take the wit thas God 
hath given me,to plat againſt God, + his cauſe with it? God farbid. 
. . 3+ Canfidery|the patience of God towards 1, This iþan argu- 
- ment that thould.drive.usto repentance, Ro, 2. There is no /Þ1, we 
it is committedinthe very boſome of God, For God files heaven 
and earth, and ſees all your curtaine abominations. And nee-is 
able to deitroy you, hee is juſt and mui} wound. the hairy. ſcalge 
of theſe that. goe anin their wickedneſſe, and heisa boly andapure 
Gad,chat-hates your:niquities from ;bis very, heart. And yet be- 
hold how patient chisGod 1s: towards you! At ſuch a time,when 
thou wert inthe.att of adulcery, he might haye ſent thee to-hell in 
the very, ach, bee might have wade thy tongue toret, the laſhaath 
thor; ſpores: Nothing with held him bus pure mercy. © let ahss 
weeld;our hearts, WW bat « mercy is.t to beg ont ofibel? Nany un hell, 
have not ſinned the fins that we have done. Ic 1s his free grace that 
wee are delivered, -We.mighthayebin weeping in hell ac chis in» 
flant; And thew own teares ſhould hate been our hell, but new.they 
will prove. wer, heauehy fe(God works thens in us, : 3 

14. Conſider; zbe Lord jeſus, (arift and his lovein dying for 
thee, If thy heartheeas hard as ane 44am, the bloud of this 
ſcape Gaate-wilſoften it, There were five- men met together, that 
asked one anotþer what means they uſed to abſtaine from ſin, The 
firlit an{wereds : That bee continually theught upon the certainty of 
death, and the wwcertaingy of the tyme of death, and that made bins 
live every day at if it were bis laſt day;,The ſecondmeditated of the 
ſevere account, he was 10 give at the day of judgment, and of the 
everlaſting toxments of hell,aud this kept him from ſin, The third of 
the vileneſſe and loathſamnes of fin and of the excellengy. and beauty 
of grace,and this wade him abhorre fin, The warth, of the everlaſi= 
mg rewaras and pleaſures provided for thoſe that abſt ame from ſin, 
and this prevailed with him, The ffth and the laſtcontinually. mee- 
ditated of the Lord Ieſus Chrift. and of bis love, and this made bum 
aſhamed. to. ſinagainit Goa, Thus lalk.is the greateſt motive of all. 
If thepacification betweene thetwo Nations of England and Scot- 


_-— —— 


made 
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maale for thee between Gol and thy ſonle move thy heart to be aſhamed 
ro offend God. It is the greateft argumentT can uſe to ſay, For Jeſwe 
(orrift Hir ſake be aframett and confounded for yorur evill Wayes. 

_ 55, 'Confider, the long enjoyment of the Goſpell, the powerfull and 
plencifull> preaching oft, joyted with peace andplenty. And ler us 
mourn for our Goſpell ſins for eur unprofitableneſle, and z»frairfm!- 
veſſe under ſuch fruirful means,that we have bin hke a barren ground 
which noplowing will make good. Let us mourn for our unbeliefe, 
and impenitency. Let Goſpel ſexs produce Goſpel! ſorrow. Teares are 
made oily for fin. If we moutn our eyes outfor worldly lofles, we can- 
not protit eur ſelyes, Burt if we weep for ſin thu will quench the fire of 
heft.There are two orts of fins : And 2, forts of curſes, legall fins and 
Goſpel firmes, legalFcurſes and Gofpe/ curſes : Legall fins will brin 
legallcurſes ; ButGoſpe?! fn; (unlefſe there be Goſpel! ſorrow) will 
bring. # Goſpell curſe, which #4 above all legall th » Of this cutſe 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 (or.16.22, If any man love not the Lord Teſus 
Chriſt tet bimjbe Anathema Maranatha : that is accurfed for the pre- 
ſent; and-reſerved for the yerigeance which Chrift willretider to all 
unbelievers; when he comes toJudgement, ' This is curſe zpon curſe. 
And this is the cutfe due to them that abuſe mercies, The Lord deli. 


ercies diſtinFHy,and deliberately. Tf a 

l Figeye it down whale, 
he will not tafte the ſwgetneſle of it, but if hee chew it by degrees, it 
will very pl4g/enrts ici. $6 le Wktcies Will Jo us 10 bpdd, 
if we ford w them done without /eftols meditation, *But - we 
_ - 'G'2 chew 


1 Cor. 16. 
23s 


2 The: 4- 


p g , $45 : % ab” IS - mp 
- 6.1 pra , 4 Pp = - _ 
-- pr _— % + . oe# 
'S-. _——_ - = 
=— _ - 
5% - A 
©. _ 
; HR - % 
£ To 
. » * . * = 
” ” 


He Fat 
cbew:them and canlider them diſt Hiyipnd de liber ately, one mercy 
"aker anochef, they will exceedingly alfggt:us, 

2, We mult contider them with reflexign.@pen or ſelver;and appli. 
cation to aur ſelves.” As it is reported of P{gtoghat:when he did walk 
inthe ttreets,if he ſaw any man diſordered jn-lpecchoge any other way 
he woull ſay to himſelfe ; Numegs talis? AmLingh a one as this is? 
So muſt we lay. Num ego talis ? Have [ abgfen p8t/e mercies ? Have 

I fianed with theſe mercies? And as the Apoltleg jeverally a8Ked Chriſt, 
Maſter is 4t 1 ? So mult wease ourearts,” Am not / the man that 
cugbt to be aſhamed and confounded for my ſins againſt. mercies * 
3. Wee mult conlider theſs mercies in as neere-a propinquity 4s we 
can poſſible, It 18 a true laying of the Ptuloſopher,T hings that are [een 
farre of are 4s.if they mere not; eA great man afar of ſeemes little or 
nothing, An enen y afar of, or & ſerpent afar of, doth little trouble ns. 
So it 1s with mercies,. If we lo.:k upon them at a diſtance they wall 
ſcemelittle, and little affe& us,but if we take them neere to us, they 
will ſeem (as they are) very great and wil mightily work apon us, 
4, Conſider theſe mercies devoutely with prayer unto God to make 
them beart melting mercies, Pray to Chriſt to look jpon thee, as he aid 
03 Peter ; The Cockcrew once, and Peter wept wot, the Cock crew 


twice,and Peter wept not,becauſe (faith Ambroſe) Chriſt did not look. 


«pon him, But as ſoon as ever Chrift looked upon him, then he wept, 
Aſp: xit Chrift ua. & flevit,W e Miniſters areas the( rowing of Peters 

'#cke, we cannot! make you a{hamed and cenfounded for your evill 
do:ngs,unleſſe (rift look upon you. The Lord eſa in bis mercy caft 
his eye ws 14 1h1s day that we may all of us, goe out and weep bitterly 
as, Peter dia, | 


cindy thit ever after he followes the bunteſman where ever be plea- 
foth.. 


the forbidden tree,unableto riſe again. 


in Adamby eating t 


This ſtory maybe aplygidiveravia es. When we were all fallen | 
#1 Jeſus - 
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Teſm Gbriſt hath lifted us up from hell : O letthis mercy melt us 
into obedience, When wee were all fallen of late yeares in this 
kingdome into a deſperate condition, God by the King and Pay- 
liament hath railed us up to a hope of better dayes, O lerusbe 4(ba- 
med to be diſobedient to this God, There is another famous ſtory 
of one aAndrodus dwelling at Rome that fled from his Maſter in- 
to the wilderneſle and took (helter in a Lions Dznne ; The Lion 
came hoine wich a thorne in bis toot, and ſeeing the man intheden 
reached out his. foot, and the man pulled out the thorne ; which 
the Lion tooke lo kindly thar for three yeares he fed the man in his 
denne, After three ycares the may ſtole our of the den, and return- 
ing back to Reme, was apprehended by his Matter and condemaed 
to be devoured by a Lion. [t hapaed chat chis very Lion was delign- 
ed to deyoure him; The Lion knowes [us old triend,and would nor 
hurt him, The people wondercd ac it, the man was laved, and che 
Lion given to him, which hee carcied about with him 1n the ſtreets 
of Rome, From whence came that morto ; Hic eft hyys medicus 
leonts : hic ef leo hoſpes hominis. Beloved in the Lord the great God 
by the helpe of youand the houſe of the Lords hath plucked many. 
thornes out of our feet, Oletus not now bring: forth thornes an1 
briers, Let not our hearts be drie and barren as the thorny ground. 
Let us ot kicke againft God -with our feet while he is plucking ont 
the thornes that traublews, Letus not bee worſe than the bruit 
beaſts. But if all chis will not prevaile, ſuffer me] beſeech you, to 
remind : new expreflions of what hathbeen before laid, 


and to 0 new motives unto you, 

I. If th: beginaingsof hope thatno.y appeare, and theſe 1n- 
clings of better dayes will not work upon us to bumble us for, and 
from fieze: . Gol willtakeaway all our h5pes,and all his mercies 


from us, and give them to a Nation that will make better uſe 0; 


them, And ag 11aid in my alt Sermon which I preached betorerhis 
Honourable aſſembly ) hee wil repent of the good things which heo 
intended to beſtow wpon us. Remember whatTI hinted before ot 
Saxl, chat if he had taricd for Samzel, Gad-would bave eſtabliſhed 
the kingdome unto him, b»t now ſaich Samuci thy K in: dime ſhall 
nat continue. How doe we know but that if we humble our [elves, 
and enter into covenant to bee Gods people, and ſeeks the Lord with 
all onr beart out that God may eſtabliſh #s to be his choiſe people for 
G 


. ever, 


Tere: i$- 10» 
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ever. But if we harden our hearts againſt God and his wayes,'God 


#* 


will ſay unto ns thit day, 1 thought to have made you a happy hing- 
fs xe your -66; lt e frail not continne. : ke L & 

2, When Gad hath done much for a Nation, and that Nation 
ſins with-his mercies, God will not only take away his meycies,but 
will ſend cnr/es in Flead of bleſſings. For ſoit is ſaid, /oÞ.24.20. 
If ye forſake the Lord, and ſerve \ ll e Gods, then will hee turne 
and do yee hurt and conſume you, «fter he hath done you good, God 
may out of his free mercy prorogne, and demmrre our rune, but he 
will never remove it till our Nationall pns be removed. 
| 3.1f God ſhould heale us, help us, and lengthenout our tranquillity 
and make a reformation among us, yet it would be but a /ame care 
if we benot confounded and alhamed for our evill wayes, It will 
be but a skinning over of onr diſeaſe, and adaubing of ns np with 
untempered morter, a {ſmothering of the fire which will breake out 
the more afterwards. But a perfe@ care can never be expetted from 
God, till there be a National humiliation, and reformation. 

4. Addelaſtly, If God ſhould ſhew us mercy, this mercy will be 
accurſed unto us if we be not humbled and reformed. A mercy abu. 
ſedis no mercy, Mercy turned to ſinne, takes away the comfort o 
the mercy, and turneth the mercy into a curſe As the raine, that falls 
upon the Sea,is made ſalt by the ſalt water, And that which falls 
upon moorith grounds breeds Toades and Serpents: Soall the good- 
nefle and mercieg of God falling upon wickedimpenttent, and ir- 
reformed ous, de nothing but the vermine of uſe iniqui- 


tie, Mercy is like the water of jealoyfie of which w 1m = 
bers the fitth : If rhe woman was innocent, st made her fruitfull,but 
if guilty it made her rot, -Sothe merciesof God if webe good, 
make us morefruitfull, It is Aaximmm & aptiſſimum, mtu 
& medium obedientie, But when they, fall upon a wicked ſpirit, 
they make him the more rotten, and the more wicked, The Lord 
blefſe thee conſiderations unto you. 
For the concluſion of all, T will do two things, | 
I 1 will name ſome particular fins, whichare moſt oppoſiteto 
the mercies God hath done for England , and beſeech the repre 
ſentativehouſe"of England, tobee confounded and aſhamed to 
commit ſuch finnes any more, 
2 I will name ſome'ſpeciall and heroicall Yſes which you are 
ro 
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to make of, Godgmerces, beſides this 10 the: Text. 
* 1 1 will nameſome particular fins, &c. 

1 Be aſpamed, oh houſe:of England, to forget the mercies you 
have received from God, It, is. a, great mercy that we have mer 
cies to remember, and. if wee refule tO remember Gods mercies, 
God will take 'order chat wee ſhallhave no mercies to remember, 
Let. not the brand ot the chicfe Bucler be juſtly faſtned. upon us, 
Tet: did not the chiefe Butler remember Teſepb, but forgat hin. 

2, Be aſhamed, To contemn and deſpiſe the mercies you have re- 
ceived from God, There are many hike. the [/raelztes in Babylon , 
that liked their habitations in Babylon fo well, that when Cy-= 
r5 gavethemleaye. togoe to. lern/alem, they would. not leave 
Babylon to. gae-to. lernuſalem, So there are many that hike their 
former condition under the innovations ſo well , that they had 
rather continue in. Babylon thil, thanaccept of theretormation 
offered. That begin toiay of annah., We have nothing but this 
Manuah ; and towilh tor the. Gariicke and Onions of Egypt a- 
gaine, This is a grievous abomination. God was very angry with 
the Ifraclices far this fin, he ſentplagues upan plagues ameng them 
for it, And when at laſt they brought anevill report upon the land 
of (anaas,(andas Davidilaith, P/alm.106. ) defpiied the holy 
Land, retuljng.to go n:o it,GoT was lo provoked with this finne, 
that he wauld nor pardon it, but ſet them back againe 4o. yeares , 
anddeſtroyed their carkales in the wilderneſſe, Would toGod, I 
could not lay, That there areſome among us, #hat raiſe up an ill 
report upon the reformation intended, asf the Parliament had a 
purpoſe tobring in an 4nerchze, toreduce every thing/into its firſt 
Chaos, to leave every man to doe what 1s.good 1n his owne eyes, 
as when there was no King 10 Iſrael: And upon this falſe rumour 
they, de/pi/e the bleſſed Canaan that we are goinginto, Oh let 
us be aſhamed and confounded to commit thigfin. This will make 
God carry us back again to the wilderneſſe. . £1 


3. Be aſhamed to diſtruſt God and his power in timeof great dif- 


ficultie, having receivedſo many and ſo great delsverances. Wee 


are forthe molt part like the: children! of- /{rael,, - who although 
they were by a mighty. hand brought que of Zgype,andehrough the 
xed Sea, &c.yect uponevery ſreight they. began preſently co mur- 
mure,and to think of making a Captainto return to Egypr, neves 
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fidering the iron bondage they endured in £gypr,God hath broughe 
ns out of the Egyptian bondage, ard carried us thorough a red 
ſea ot dangers,aud yer when we meet,though but with the newes, 
of any Giants or Anakins, wee begin preſently to diſtrutt, and to 
ſay : («n God prepare 4 table in the Wilderneſſe ?* can God make 
away through the boaſt of the Philiftims? And ſome of us be- 
gin to with that things bad remained as at firit. This is a borrsb/e 
ſin after ſo many mercies. As Auſtin (aith of Jeſus -Chrift, Hee 
that will notbelieve in Chriſt after ſo-many miracles, without 
a new miracle, himſelf is a great miracle, So h: that will diſtruſt 
God , after lo many-miraculons mercies , is himſclte a miracle of 
unbelief.How often hath God appeared in the mount theſe two laſt 
Jeers, as it he had reſolved to take up his dwelling there? How 
many mountaines of oppoſition have melted before you, as moun= 
raines of ſnow before the Sun?Be aſhamed, be athamed ob houſe of 
England, to diſtrult God afcer ſo many mercies. 

4 Be aſpamed to bee cowardly ani ſaint hearted in the cauſe of 
God, that hath ſo mightily appeared ſer us, Iremember theſtorie 
of Nehemiah, chap, 6. Icis there ſaid, That when the enemies 
heard that the worke of the building of the Temple proſpered be- 
yond theirexpeCtations they accnſed Nehemiah of treaſon againſt 
the King, and when that plot did not ſucceed, they bore him tn 
hand, as if tome Aſaſſinar had conſpired bis death, And all this 
was done to make him afraid, But he was above all fear (thallfuch 
a man 281 fly? (faith he) th Lucha man as TI feare? ) and finiſhed 
the worke, inſomuch that when the nem thereof, they 
were much caſt down, for they perceive#' this this worke was 
wrought of (God. Remember that the fearefullarepyper only a= 
mong wnbelievers, murderers, whoremongeny, por Tdbla- 
ters, &c. but in the forefront ofthem alh. enot afratg-to in- 
counter difficulties. When Peter came wp toe iron gateit 
to bem ofits ownaccord, . | # 2 


L 


5 Be aſhamed to abate and coole in che 8th. of the Loyt: 
will ipue outa luke warme Chriflian, When Moſes 


but a little the 
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ple of God will honour you though Michel. ſcoffe at you.” Tt: 
i$ 2 great mercie chat God hath ag us from blood, , God- 
hach left our. blood in eur yeine?, let 1t boile up in the cayſe bf 
God, $ | Os FR goes 
6 Be aſhamed to injure the inftruments by which God conveies 
theſe mercies unto 8s, When (vrah and his company rebelled 4 
gainſt Moſes and Aar on then came the plague. As wee mult nor 
idol:2e, io wee mult not 3n;wre the golden pipes , through which 
theſe mercies flow unto us, 

7 T gks hecd of being aſi.amea of the caxſe of Chriſt, God hath 
not been aſhamed to appeare tor us, let. us not bee althamed to ap- - 
peare for him, Remember that thundering ſpeech, CAark.8. 38. 


Whoſoever ſhall. be aſhamed of mee and my werds, inthis adulte= Mar $+;8- 


= 


rows and. junfull ſrpet orion, of him alſo ſhall the Sonne of man bee 


. aſhamed, when he comes inthe glory of his father , with the boty 


Angels, It is not enough not to be aſhamed of Chrilt ina good ge= 
eration , but wee mult not be aſhamed of him in an ad/te- 
rous and finſull generation. | 
$ Let us neither pride our [elves in onr mercies, nor waxe wan« 
ton of our mercies, It isrecorded inthe French Hiſtorie , thac 
when the Proteſtants of France began togrow wanton of their 
peace and proſperitie, and began to off a vain and frothy way of 
preaching then came the crnell maſ1acre 5 them. 
\ 3 Iwill briefly name tome ſpeciall and heroicall V ſes, which 
weareto make of Gods mercics belides this uſe in the Text, 

1 Doe ſomething oh. houſe of England for the honour of the 
Lords day, which hath beene much proptaned, nor only in our 
practiles, bur in our Doctrines; . Chriſt Jeſus hath rwo dayes, 
T he day of the Lord, which isthe day of judgement, And ihe 
Lords day,lf you looke to appeare with' comfort at the day. of the 
Lord, honour the Lords day, There is a day of the Lord, for thote 
that abuſe the Lords day. Doe ſomething to make this day more 
honoured by way of /pitituall ſatisfattion,  *_ | 

2 Doe ſomething, T o phrge the Land more. and more of the in- 
nocent blood of the Martyrs ſhed in ae Sar Ales by the 
Lawes that were then eſtabliſhed. Olithatin our publicke Faſts 
a clauſe might be interlaced, 7's command the Land'to be humbled 
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guilt of that blood, This will be an heroicall worke, worthy of a 
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endeared to God by ſuch mercies, 
3 Doe ſome thing for the reformation f Eoas boſe Miſtake mee 
net, T doe nor forget to remember with thankfulnefſe, what you 
have already done, bur goe on, 1 beſeech you, to perfect what you 
bave begun to doe. And conſider what fome ſay of Salomon, 
That it was his great fawlt,that he beſtowed more time in þwildin 
of his owne hox/e,chan he did in building the houſe of God, He was 
put ſeven yeares in building the houſe of God, and thirteen years 
ia building bis owne houſe. . And it is obſerved, he never proſpe- 
red after. The Scripture ſeemes to give a little hint of this. For it 
is aid in the 1 Kings 6. 38, So was be ſeven yeeres in building the 
honſe of the Lord, And 1n the next verle it is added, But Salomon 
was bnilding bis owne honſe thirteene yeeres, This ( but ) may 
{ecme to be a ſecret kinde of reproofe. Oh ler not the like blame 
be caſt upon you! Make haſte to repaire the ruines of Gods houle. 
Andbe lure to repaire it according to the Word of God, not accor= 
dingto humane policie. Let me defire you never to forget the ito- 
rie of David, who when he went tobring home the efrke with 
oreat joy, becauſe he brought it not home 5» dwe order, bur uffer- 
ed it tobe carried ina { art, when God bad commanded it ſhould 
bee carried upon the Priefts fhoplders , there wasa great breach 
made, anda great top of the work. As it is exprelly faid, 1 Chr. 
15:13. Becauſe yee did it not at the firſt , therefore the Lord our 
God made @ breach upon #5,for that we ſought him not after the due 
order. A reformation.made according to the rule will abide, when 
all others wil moulder away.and the bleſſing of God wil be pon it, 
axnd upon the makers of it, | | 
4 Do ſomething forthe ſetting up of 4 Free IMinifterie 
throughout the Kingdome., Thar the light of the eel of leſws 
Chrif may {hine.in the darke corners of the Land. And provide 
a competent maintenancefor the Miniſtry, for feare leſt ſcands- 
lons Livings, make [candalows Minifters, 
5 Dee Fnerbine, $0 pwr ge out all the defilement 
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pure worſhip of God, that the pure and holy God may bee worhip= 
ped withpwre worſhip, purely, by pure worſhippers. 

6 Doe ſomething for bleeding Irclexd, Pittic Irelard that wan- 
:teth the mercies weenjey. Pray for Ireland. Yuderwrice for he: 
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land. This deſigne now on foot is a worke of great pietie, a means 
to r00t owt Popery for ever out of Ireland, and 1t may prove as pro- 
fitable ar pious. Send ſpeedy aide, and the Lordbleſle it when « 
18 leat. 

And thusT have finiſhed my Sermon. Ic 1s reported of 1guatins, 
that when he hear a clock ſtrike, he would ſay , here is one howre 
more now paſt, that Thave to anſwer for. Give mee leave to tell 
you, you have heard a Sermon of two houres, and therefore you 
have two houres more to anſwer for, The Lordenable us to gize 
up a good account of this dayes meeting, Let ws pray downe 4 
bleſting from heaven upon what wee have heard, For though the 
mercies of God bee moſt free, as I sbewed you in my third Do- 
Etrine, yet God muit be enquired of by the howſe of England , to 
dee theſe mercies tor them , as it is expreſly ſet downe 1n the 37, 
verſe of this Chapter, Prayer doth not merit mercy, but fits us for 
mercy. If we will have mercy, we muſt bring veſſels to hold it, 
and no veſſels will hold mercy but broken hearss. This is a Para- 
doxe in natare, but notin grace, Dens nou infundit olewn miſcri- 
cordie niſs in vas contritum, And where (ſhould we goe for a broker: 


heart, bat to the heart-maker, Let us pray unto God tofitour 


Nation for moremercies, and then to beſtow them upon us. 
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